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Information Session

In order to provide opportunities for you to learn more about the graduate school, we are planning to hold
the information sessions in person or online. Dates and other details will be announced in our official

website.
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Message from the President
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Monte CASSIM

Chair of the Board/President, Akita International University

Welcome to AIU’s Graduate School of Global Communication and
Language, which consists of three programs: English Language
Teaching Practices, Japanese Language Teaching Practices, and Global
Communication Practices. These programs will prepare you for
careers that require advanced skills in English and Japanese language
education, journalism, and international public relations, among oth-
ers. Communication, based on an understanding of the world around
us in order to build a better society, and with language as the medium
for doing so, is the common thread.

However, the university does not wish for its postgraduate schol-
ars to fall into silos of narrowly defined skills. Professional depth and
breadth of scholarship, exercised with empathy and integrity, char-
acterizes our post-graduate school, which is also committed to nur-
turing these qualities of global leadership. It draws on AIU’s unique
Applied International Liberal Arts (AILA) pedagogic foundations,
which requires cultivation of the mind and body in order to lead an
honorable life in one’s chosen professional field in a world that is
changing with great rapidity.

Against this backdrop, communication and language are not merely
the tools of one’s trade. They reach out to the very core of how our cul-
tures and human heritage have been built. I do hope that those of you
who join us will explore this further with your boundless creativity,
leading to a rewarding experience that will surely enrich your lives.
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1947  Born in Colombo, Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka
1970  B.Sc. Built Environment, Facutty of Natural Sciences, University of Sri Lanka, Colombo
1974-1981  Research Fellow and Coordinator, Group Asia 80 Program, Japan Center for Area Development Research
1976  M.Eng. (Urban Engineering), Graduate School of Engineering, The University of Tokyo
1976-1977  Lecturer and Secretary of the Committee for Graduate School Establishment, University Sains Malaysia
1980-1984  Architect at Design Management Division, Design Department, Mitsui Construction Ltd.
1982  Withdrawal from the Doctoral Program with the Completion of Course Requirements of Urban Engineering,
Graduate School of Engineering, The University of Tokyo
1985-1994  Senior Research Fellow (U.N. Expert) and Program Coordinator, United Nations Center for Regional
Development
1994-2018  Professor, Ritsumeikan University
2004-2009  President, Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University
2004-2012  Vice Chancellor, Ritsumeikan Trust
2013-2014  Special Aide to the Chancellor, Ritsumeikan Trust
2014-2017  Member, Board of Councilors, Ritsumeikan Trust
2014-2021  Executive Trustee, Akita International University
2015-2018  Assistant Trustee, Ritsumeikan Trust
2018-2021  President, Trustee and Professor, Shizenkan University
2018-2023  Senior Advisor, Ritsumeikan Trust
2021-present  President (Chair of the Board), Akita International University
Other prominent posts including University Council Executive Trustee of Vietnam-Japan University, Chairman of the Board
of Councilors of Okinawa Institute of Science and Technology and Senior Advisor to the Prime Minister of Sri Lanka

Publications include Concepts of Sustainability (Chapter 2 : An introduction to sustainability
science (Horitsu Bunka Sha, 2013)). He has also given many lectures at the Sri Lanka
Association for the Advancement of Science (SLASS), universities both in Japan and abroad, and
more.

In 2016, he was awarded the Order of the Sacred Treasure [Gold Rays with Neck Ribbon] from
the Government of Japan for his contribution to the promotion of private education in Japan and
his continuous efforts to promote mutual understanding between Sri Lanka and Japan.

In 2017 he received a National Honours Lifetime Award (Vidya Nidhi) for Contributions to
science and technology by the Government of Sri Lanka.
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2004 (] € IN=alii e C v ke e S < )
April Akita International University inaugurated
(The first Chair of the Board/President Dr. Mineo NAKAJIMA)
2008 3A PR L
March Library Building completed
9 WK 70— Va3 2= — 3 a VERITER | E (A2 H304)
September Professional graduate school, the “Graduate School of Global Communication
and Language,” established with an admission capacity of 30 students
2010 A HE— Rz TR
August 1st Commencement Ceremony of Graduate School
2013 6H A dLE SRR
June Appointment of new Chair of the Board/President,
Norihiko SUZUKI, DBA
9IH REB I 2245 33k £ > 4 — (ALSC) %%
September Active Learning Support Center (ALSC) founded
[FI B 2 28 et 2 > — (CPILAE) #%37
Center for Promotion of International Liberal Arts Education (CPILAE)
founded
2014 9 A=/ =7 W=7V KRR SRS (70— DL R IT3RIR
September Selected as the Top Global University Project (MEXT)
11H B2 104 47 it R 2847
Tt % > OB = FPl R & X A (JH 548 35 X O°Suda Hall (IHZ HiA—L)
November 10th Anniversary Commemorative Ceremony
Rename of facilities: Nakajima Library (former AIU Library) and Suda Hall
(former Multi-Purpose Hall)
2015 9 FHA =T T4 T vy — () Bk
September Completion of Center for Student Initiatives (Building I)
2016 LB HFT A R
September Institute for Promotion of International Liberal Arts Education founded
2021 6H EVT ks BHERFRRT
June Appointment of new Chair of the Board/President, Prof. Monte CASSIM
2022 4 i T T B 2 28 00 i S B 1 (I B SR 2 M AE R R & 7 2 7 Hb S oF 58 3 65
i X )
April Institute for Promotion of Applied International Liberal Arts founded
(joint institute of former Institute for Promotion of International Liberal
Arts Education and TASRC)
2024 ™ BH 220 47 Rl N 28 AT
July 20th Anniversary Commemorative Ceremony
2025 oA AR ECH BRI [ B Sk T RIS B B Je OV B Sk A G SR 28R J & LT
OB A B SR 2, [ B HATE R | (EIREHE) O R GRRE % G
September JLT officially registered by MEXT as a Registered Practical Training

Organization & Registered Training Institute for Japanese Language
Teachers, starting its training course for Nationally Registered Japanese
Language Teachers.
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Message from the Dean
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Hiroki UCHIDA

Dean of the Graduate School of
Global Communication and Language
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The late twentieth century was hectic and complex in
every sense. With the collapse of the Soviet Union, the
Cold War suddenly came to an end. This allowed the lead-
ers of the countries in Europe to discuss the possibility of
a European Union with totally new perspectives. And in
parallel at that time, some environmental issues, which
include abrupt climate change, were squarely put in the
public eye. People in the world realized that the planet had
some issues that no single country was able to cope with.
The rapid development of the Internet accelerated the
discussion of a borderless world. Global Communication
is a relatively young academic field which sprouted in the
rapidly and drastically changing societies. It is an inter-
disciplinary approach to the global issues, and this well
explains why Akita International University as an inter-
national liberal arts college has a graduate school in this
field.

Why “global” instead of “international?” This is one of
the most frequently asked questions. One viable answer
to this question may lie in the morphological structures of
these two words. The word “international” has “nation” as
its word root, while the word stem of “global” is “globe.”
Global Communication discusses political, economic,
and cultural alliances (sometimes conflicts) on a global
scale.

The Graduate School of Global Communication and
Language has three programs. Although each program
has its goal and targeted professions, the knowledge and
skills that all students are expected to equip themselves
with are integrated and offered in common courses. In this
interdisciplinary graduate school, students are allowed to
count up to 9 credits (equivalent to 3 courses) from other
programs toward the completion of their master’s degree.

We would like to invite you to our global community
where students from Japan and the rest of the world are
cultivating an art with meaningful collaboration.

Diploma Policy F47 02 R —(FAUOREICETEHE)
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The Akita International University Graduate School of Global Communication
and Language (AU GSGCL) aims to provide the kind of education and
research opportunities in advanced theories and practices of communi-
cation suitable for meaningful contribution to a globalized world and to
equip teachers and professionals with the advanced knowledge, commu-
nication capabilities, and teaching skills that will enable them to contrib-
ute to both local and international communities. The AlU Graduate School
confers a professional Master’s degree on those who have completed the
curricular requirements and acquired the following knowledge, skills and
attitudes.

- Advanced knowledge of communication theories and effective commu-
nication practices

- Advanced language and leadership skills

- A global perspective and awareness of how essential advanced commu-
nication skills are for contributing to greater global understanding, that
together with the above sorts of knowledge and skills, enable

students to become excellent professionals in their chosen fields
To obtain a professional Master’s degree, in principle, students need to
spend at least two years, complete all the required courses, and earn 36
credits (37 credits for students in Global Communication Practices) or
more with a 3.00 or higher GPA.

Curriculum Policy HVFaFL- R — (BERROMAKRIEREICETSHE)
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Degree-seeking students are required to be enrolled in one of three
programs: English Language Teaching (ELT), Japanese Language Teaching
(JLT), or Global Communication Practice (GCP). Along with taking the
common core courses and studying the basics of global communication,
students complete a set of practical courses (required, required elective,
and elective) in the chosen program. Under the supervision of their
adviser, students must complete a practicum (a teaching practicum or an
internship as assigned by each program), and a final project involving the
integration of knowledge and practice, which constitutes the culmination
of the student’s studies. Grading is based on the grading criteria described
in the syllabus for each course and student’s academic performance is
monitored through their GPA.

In the ELT program, in addition to taking required subjects that cover
the knowledge and skills essential to English education, students are
also required to take practicum subjects (3 credits) in which students
practice teaching in actual educational settings. In principle, the teaching
practicum, or English Teaching Seminar, is offered as a 1-credit course in
three semesters, however; in order to accommodate for the exceptional
circumstances for in-service teachers, 3 semester hours of graduate
school credit can be earned for the teaching practicum in one semester.
In addition to courses for teaching the four linguistic skills and developing
teaching materials, by incorporating academic subjects in the fields of
linguistics and sociology, and with consideration of the status of English
education in Japanese elementary schools, it will enable students to
develop deep perspectives on language education that will allow them to
adapt successfully to a variety of educational settings. All ELT courses are
conducted in English.

In the JLT program, students study theoretical subjects related to
linguistics and second language acquisition theory that is necessary
for Japanese language education in the first year of the program. To
acquire further practical expertise in teaching Japanese, three teaching
practicums (Spring, Fall and Winter) are required in the second year of the
program. Two terms of teaching practicums are conducted in Japan and
one term overseas. An oral presentation at the action research debriefing
session is required in order to complete the program. Except for the
common courses, JLT courses are conducted in Japanese.

In the GCP program, foundation courses in journalism or public relations
are offered as required electives, and elective courses in international news
and organizational communication develop expertise for student’s future
occupations. Courses dealing with various issues in the international
society and information literacy to further expand professional knowledge
are taken in the second year along with completing a required internship
and field research experience. To complete the program and graduate,
students must either produce a scholarly research paper and pass an
oral examination, or make a formal presentation on their practicum and
pass an oral examination. All GCP courses are conducted in English to
maximize the development of students’ language proficiency.

Graduate School of Global Communication and Language 2027
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Outline of the Graduate Program
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Established in September 2008, the AlU professional gradu-
ate school is comprised of three pathways: English Language
Teaching Practices, Japanese Language Teaching Practices,
and Global Communication Practices.

Mission Statement

The mission of the AlU GSGCL is to prepare students for careers in
professional communication fields that make positive contributions to
today’s global society. With programs in English and in Japanese that
engage students in classroom and practical training activities, the GSGCL
provides students with the knowledge and practical skills they need to
advance their careers.

Graduate School of Global Communication and Language

Hiroki UCHIDA, Dean and Director

Graduate Program in Global Communication and Language Practices

Head Standard Period Annual Total Enroliment

Program of Enrollment  Enroliment Quota Capacity

English Language Teaching Practices (ELT) Hiroki UCHIDA i i
Japanese Language Teaching Practices (JLT) Atsuko SAJIKI 2 years 30 students 60 students
Global Communication Practices (GCP) Miki TANIKAWA

We seek students who:
Have a strong motivation for independent study and a keen interest in global issues.

English Language Teaching | Students should possess a strong desire to be skilled in teaching English for international
Practices communication, and have a lens through which they can see and discuss global issues.

Japanese Language Teaching: Students should possess a strong desire to teach Japanese internationally to students from
Practices around the world, and have a deep interest in Japanese culture and society.

Students should possess a strong desire to work internationally in journalism, public relations
and business communication, with a strong interest in a comprehensive understanding of the
world.

Global Communication
Practices

Degrees Granted

The following degrees are granted to those who are enrolled in our graduate school and successfully complete the
subjected programs.

English Language Teaching Practices Japanese Language Teaching Practices Global Communication Practices

Master of English Language Teaching Master of Japanese Language Teaching Master of Global Communication Practice
(Professional) (Professional) (Professional)

Certificates Granted

English Language Teaching Practices (ELT):

Those who complete the required courses and earn the necessary credits in ELT can obtain an Advanced Teaching Certificate
for Lower Secondary School (English), or an Advanced Teaching Certificate for Upper Secondary School (English). However,
possessing a Type 1 Teaching Certificate for Lower Secondary School (English) or a Type 1 Teaching Certificate for Upper
Secondary School (English) is a precondition for obtaining either of the Advanced Certificates.

Japanese Language Teaching Practices (JLT):

JLT is a “Registered Practical Training Organization” and “Registered Training Institute for Japanese-Language Teachers.”
Those who complete the required courses in JLT can be exempt from the fundamental competence exam and the practical
training for the Registered Japanese-Language Teacher Examination. (*Not applicable to the students targeted for recurrent
education.)

Graduate School of Global Communication and Language 2027
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Characteristics of the School
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TRBELEEICLPEBRTNAELRD LS. AR T BA
FHEREAROFFIREZRE. INTORE (FHRE-REH) =
HETITVET,

[ERERBEORE | 2R LT
BEDORRA

BERSICHELLEROERLZOREZIRICES, RERICRS
TEHELS2HEORREZERUIREZRRALET, CDkd., ERHN
[CHAEZEHEORR CERLREZR L TEEEE, ERHRED
BRRPIr—FURNEHKBEL TR, KDERENBEBEZTVET,

A=)y —av
EKICET L ERIBOERE

ERH RIS O WTOERER- MF(CET2RBD(EH. S
22—V avVALEXMIZI2 T -2 3V AL 2 RENLEE
EER T AIDICREHEBAHENBZEMME L. BRMEE LT
WET,

W HEADYHLY B

RAISHWTIE, HF LU WA B - RN HE0H 52 FEDES
ELTEERZBLTED, ZNZNOBEICRKEL TV AR OMHE
AFILOBBENROONTVEY, KETE ARIESNIABHE R
DREICLZEFIREZEL. HEADBHEZTVET, FEHLTIE
B2 DZEN=—X(IECTEREZRHBND LS. HUF 25 LIHE
ZIRLTWVWETD,

GPA:ZEmRfEZIEH S
E FRAYEHE

RETE BBEDEZRILY 2FERD—2 & LT, GPA (RHEFHEF
R)FEZRALTWET, ¥ 5/N\RETEERE - FHEA B %E
AR U LT BRRABETMZT5 L 610 REFREBTRICIE &
EBEUBEFTRET 57213 TR GPA3.00U EDRHEISELTWS I LA
ETEHRELTVEY,

4R-9AAZEE

TL05F2aT—b AFa—F MIE

FRARMTE RERERERARS LORENREBARICEWT4A
AZEIRAZZRALTIWEYT (AFBEERBERBIIBAZDHER
DEF) AMEMTIIAZRDOFZFEGEBZERT D _LZENE L,
[FL-Y5F2T— b RFa—TYMIEIZRIF. Fr v 71V —EFH
COPHEBEEROTVWEY L Fry /A VT EBEHEIL. B8
BECARSINIBDENHDEI LB NBABRZENTL U572
I-hRFa—TYMIEZERTRHAE ARFEEDND4RTHETICH
ROBFEMZIB TEBENFBEERDET,

BEFEHERKRRA
MLBETERUARFEENTRERND . L5712 R
Fa—T YV UTABRBROEZRORZRNEEE (RR2REH6H(L
FO)FEBF vy AV —EBBEBRTIENTEET Ty /A
Y —EBICEERN TORRBREESH ZHFOLLE LIERBARHONT
W&,

NEEHERKERS SUREHREES
M-ZEEZETERUIBAZFEENNREAD ARERICHEL.
BOONHZRIF. LI ST2aI— b AFa—FTYhELT Fry
T AV —EBETI LN TEET,

Ky T AT —EE

[GCS610 BAMMERRER GHM) |2 BEL. B4 DEFIHBRREZAMNNICERU. R

XELTRRYBIEEF vy AV —EBELTRELTVET,

REEEREENEILDT-HD

FF 22 4 1| B (for non-native speakers of English only)

AEERZEFMOREER /OIS L(EAP) TREDERENES
HTHOOARFRMCAZ T BHETT EBERENDNKEROHBEES
[CELTWRWNEETHL REBEZETNICEE IS LICKNEHERTD
EENEREICRD EHMENBRIE HRELLTARETH LD TEE
T EAPTIZHREDIEZ O AEDKBERENZH I T-RIC
REBRICBHET S ZENTEE TR L AREELTDAREKERR
DEBERIETELDTIEH N F A KEERRNN I TRIBEVIE
[CEEUTARER BTSN HEEE T ARREFEICEY L ERED
HRTLBEICR BB ERRBICZOENBHSINE T A E . REEDOF
A BEEE. BEED (F5) KEF A B2 | E0EBER GEIRTE
ZRADDVWITNADRFEEICRDE T,

As a professional graduate school with degree-granting authority, AlU places a great deal of emphasis on practicality
in its courses with special attention to theoretical and academic features. Conducted interactively, classes involve
discussions that elicit students’ opinions on various subjects. Depending on the chosen subject area, students are
required to take specialized courses in English Language Teaching Practices, Japanese Language Teaching Practices,
or Global Communication Practices. All students learn theory in the classroom and then apply it in the real world
through internships and teaching practice, thus deepening their theoretical knowledge and its process to application.
In order to achieve a successful integration of both the theoretical and practical aspects of courses, the curriculum
features the following five characteristics, and a unique system is provided to meet various needs with students from

different backgrounds.

m Advanced Professional
Education in English

All lectures, seminars and practice in the school except for Japanese
Language Teaching Practices are conducted in English with the goal of
advancing students to a high level of English performance. For native
speakers of English, of course, this is a skill “in hand” they bring to the
program.

02 Development of Education with a
Close Link between Theory and Practice

With the acquisition of theories related to actual work situations in mind,
classes are conducted with a focus on issues that students may encounter in
their respective workplaces. Faculty members enrich classes with their expe-
rience as prominent leaders in language education, international media, and
journalism.

03 Common Courses in Global
Communication Practice

In addition to courses that deal with basic theories and knowledge of inter-
national society and culture in each program, common courses are offered to
acquire practical global communication skills.

04 Refresher Courses for
Working Adults

The importance of new knowledge, information, and technology has been
increasing exponentially as a foundation of activity in every sector of society.
This situation requires a readjustment of the knowledge and skills needed
for each profession. We offer recurrent education for experienced students
through specialized coursework where knowledge and practice are system-
atically integrated.

Each program provides a unique curriculum that is designed to enhance
students’ expertise depending on their needs.

GPA: Grading System for
Global Higher Education

Our graduate school has adopted the GPA system and a strict grading
policy to ensure a high quality of education. The criteria of assessment are
described along with the teaching methods and course schedule on each
syllabus. At the time of program completion, students must satisfy the GPA
requirement of 3.00 or above, as well as credit requirements.

April and September
Matriculations and

Pre-Graduate Student System

The ELT and GCP programs of the AIU Graduate
School allow new students to start in April or September,
while JLT students are accepted in September only.
Students are eligible to participate in the “Pre-Graduate
Student System.” Participation in this system allows
students to take advantage of their time before official
enroliment, and helps to lighten future course workload
by allowing students to take courses or conducting Gap
Year Activities*. Gap Year activity needs to be proposed
and approved in advance. Non-Japanese citizens who
wish to be pre-graduate students must obtain proper
visas issued by the Government of Japan by April 1 of
their matriculation year.

M Japanese Language Teaching Practices

The system is applicable to students admitted
during the Fall or Winter Screenings. Pre-graduate
students can choose to either take up to 2 courses
(6 credits) at AlU’s Graduate School during Spring
Semester or conduct Gap Year Activities. Gap Year
Activities may include teaching Japanese at institu-
tions in Japan and overseas.

M English Language Teaching Practices and
Global Communication Practices

Students who are admitted through Fall or Winter
Screenings and start as degree-seeking students in
September are eligible to conduct Gap Year Activities
if their proposal for the activities is examined and
approved by the university.

*Gap Year Activities

Participants of Gap Year Activities must register for “GCS610
Reflective Professional Experience (3 credits)” which requires reflect-
ing on and examining professional experiences to write academic
papers.

Graduate School of Global Communication and Language 2027
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Curriculum at a Glance
BLE#E K

JA—/N)b-aa=s—avERARMOBER

JA—NL-02aZ5—2aVICETREREREF NMUERNEFICMX  BEITOEFIt2EY 2 3 WAL L. EROES

EZDREZEXASBREFINBRZRUL. SESFIBEAZERLET,

The Goal of the Graduate School of Global Communication and Language
The AIU Graduate School equips teachers and professionals with advanced knowledge, skills and expertise.

In addition to the common courses which offer the basics of global communication, the Graduate School provides

three programs to enhance students’ professional expertise in theories and practices.

'FEEIiZOZGfF—S}EJ RROBER T,
BHERIEV T hCIHBEVWLEITET,

The information below is as of May, 2026.

Please check the latest information on the website.

HBFIB | Common Courses
2EIB6EAME

3SEIBICHEST B,/ A—/\L- 032245 -3

Complete 2 courses (6 credits) or more

g7

ELT/JLT 36HAI E
GCP STH E

EP9%B | Specialized Courses

Completion (36 credits or more)

GPAIETEH:GPA 3.00l EZZERTH &
GPA Requirement:To achieve and maintain GPA 3.00 or above

AAA RRDEFIRIBZ3RBIRME TEEL B TRME U THEATRE

Students may enroll in three courses (9 credits) outside of their major program.

HAEHERERRSE

Japanese Language Teaching Practices

EFIRIB 108 B30 E ML EEE
BEASHABLEIEE L ENAORERE CERTESAFE
HETD B AL

Complete 10 courses (30 credits) or more
Develop Japanese language teachers capable of succeeding in educational

FE DR AEE

Global Communication Practices

EMRB11RE31 ML EEE
BHIE. R RS BRE. BERIT2 T —vaVENERL.
BEBAT TR TERTES AHOER

Complete 11 courses (31 credits) or more

Develop individuals capable of succeeding in international media or insti-
tutions settings with high-level communication skills, such as information
collection, dissemination, negotiation, and interpretation.

Acquire the basic knowledge related to global communication which serves as
the common foundation for the three fields of study, deepen understanding of
global society and cultures as well as practical knowledge as a professional.

VIZEY 2 ERAHS JUCERE S EDERE
RO BEANE LTORENAHZES

FEIRWMEFRIE Required Elective

GCS600(GCP630) * Intro. to Global Communication /2’ 0—/VL- 022 =5 —> 3 Vil

GCS601(ELT641, GCP631)* Language, Culture, and Identity / S XILETI TV T T4

GCS602(GCP632)* Contemporary Issues in a Global Context,/ ' 0 —/VL{k & EFBEI R

GCS607(GCP637)* Academic English for Global Professions/ 7' O—/ L&D DT HT Iy oAV )ya

GCS608 Intro. to Japanese Studies(offered in Japanese only for int'l students) /B2 (BFEDH)

GCS609(GCP600) * Strategies for Intercultural Communication /X312 =7 —>avORAST7I—

GCS610 Reflective Professional Experience (Applicable only for Gap Year participants)
BANBERRER (GAP YEARSINEDHER)

GCS611 Interpreting (English/Japanese) | /&@RE% |

*HPRIBE LTHRMUEUSH FJAETY, These courses may be counted as specialized course.

English

age Teaching Practices

Complete 10 courses (30 credits) or more

Develop future leaders in English education with high language competency,
specialized knowledge and practical expertise.

EFRIB10RI B30 E ML EEE
BENSEEN. SIABLRBOLEEEEL
rEEREEY— KT BAMORM

institutions in Japan and abroad with a high level of specialized knowledge
and techniques.
WHEFLB Required
O#fE L RELICEIY 5RIE Teaching Practices
JLT604 BABHBOEM-KE (VALY MBEHREEZEULFENR)
Teaching Materials and Aids for Japanese
Language Teaching(Required for all students including
students targeted for Recurrent Education)
JLT650 HARBHEREE
Design of Japanese Language Teaching Practicum
JLT651 HABHERKME (KH)
Japanese Language Teaching Practicum in Akita
JLT652 BFRBHERBAE (BN LIETHX
Japanese Language Teaching Practicum
on Abroad and Writing Action Research Paper
JLT653 BAEBHEEETHX (VALY MEBENREDHHE)
Japanese Language Teaching Action Research Paper
(Only applicable to the students targeted for Recurrent
Education)
JLT654 HBARBEEREMR (VALY MEBERREDHDE)
Japanese Language Teaching Practicum for
Recurrent Education
(Only applicable to the students targeted for Recurrent
Education)
JLT601 HEBHEEDMRSTE |

SGEIRMERIE Required Elective

DEELE Required

OBIELREKICBITHRIE  Teaching Practices

ELT601 EFL Teaching Methods and Materials /A EFE & L THRBRIEE L FBEH
ELT701~703  English Teaching Seminar |-l /EEBEHEEBRZLEE1~3
XELT700 English Teaching Practicum with Seminar/KEHERKELEE

S81&%512B99 2RI B Language Acquisition

Japanese Pedagogical Grammar for Beginners |

JLT606 HABEFLEESEHB
Pedagogy for Japanese Speech Sounds and Prosody

JLT609 BABHEFMEE
Evaluation and Testing in Japanese Language Teaching
JLT615 HABEBEDO-HDOE_SHBEH
SLA theories for Japanese Language Teaching
JLT616 BAEBEHEZ MR
Intro. to Japanese Language Teaching
JLT620 HEFELLTHEARBRE EHIRE

ELT600 Intro. to Foreign Language Acquisition/ AAEBB 5
ELT660 Intro. to Research Methods in Language Education /S B# B XEM R MR
S:B(CB 9 288 English Language
ELT610 Linguistic Foundations / S5&%
f;g?Rfil E ﬁ¥ Electives OFRR4ERI#RMA Offered every two years
OELT606 Teaching EFL Speaking and Listening /A EEE LUTOREBREEN - BEHIEGE
OELT607 Teaching EFL Reading and Writing / AAEIFE & LT DR EFR - (FXIEHE
OELT608 Teaching Vocabulary in a Foreign Language / :5& 8%
OELT609 EFL Testing and Assessment,/#MEzEE L THHEEDHER & 5T
OELT611 Pedagogical/Communicative Grammar/ QX ER B
OELT612 Sociolinguistics /& SES
OELT619 Teaching English to Young Learners / REXREBHIE
OELT624 Teaching English in Higher Education /B%# B (CH1T2RBHIRE
OELT631 Materials Development in the Context of English Education in Japan,/BADEERE CH 3 2B ERE
OELT635 Applied Psycholinguistics for Language Teachers,/ EZBHAD =0 DISHAOESEF
ELT641 Language, Culture, and Identity /S XLETA TV T4 T4
OELT663 Classroom Research and Observation /3D 7t L R
ELT699 Scholarly Research and Paper/ ZifiAREBRS L)Y —F - R—/—
ELT68X Special Topics in Language Teaching/Learning / S:&# & - EEZ BB OERT—VHE

Teaching Japanese as a Foreign Language

E*Rf:l— E ﬁi Electives

JLT602 HFFEF- LBROBE
Japanese Language Teaching for Intermediate and
Advanced Students

BAFBHEMROE |l

Japanese Pedagogical Grammar for Beginners I
SRS DURICEITEARELE

Teaching Japanese to Learners from Diverse
Communities

JLT660 HAEBRERRE | ~VI
~665 Japanese Independent Study I-VI

JLT614

JLT619

M\{l%*sl- E Required x:iRERME Required Elective

GCP645  Design of Graduation Project /{€ 7 s EtE
OFERKE - BRIXEICEITHRE Research - Interpreting Methods

¥GCP601  Organizational Communication
RS2z —>ay

%GCP642  Intro. to International Public Relations
Ealedert

¥GCP643  Intro. to International Journalism

EREY v —F X LR

1€ T #1 B Required for Completion
@EEMFICE T S5 Research and Practices

%GCP649  Scholarly Research and Paper/ #3t:w XI5 E
¥GCP650  Global Communication Practicum /{8 h =32

E*R*il- E g¥ Electives OFRFM#RIE Offered every two years

GCP600  Strategies for Intercultural Communication
BXII2=7—YavnRNSTI—
©OGCP604  Negotiation and Conflict Resolution
ANSTYY XTIV I—>aY
GCP613  Debate and Discussion /74 R— h&i%k
GCP614  Interpreting (English/Japanese) Il /@RESE Il
©GCP620  Discussing Global News /BB REDEEE & F1
GCP622  Communication and Organizational Behavior
AZa2 =7 —2av e BBiTER
©OGCP624  Leadership and Group Communication
V=Y =2y FedN—FAZa=r—3>
GCP629  Public Relations in a Global Context
JO—NIVEREICEIFENTVyoUL—23 v
GCP630  Intro. to Global Communication
A=AV i S Ry b= B
GCP631 Language, Culture, and Identity
EBR.XIETATYT AT
GCP632  Contemporary Issues in a Global Context
' a—/\)UEE ERRE R
GCP633  Digital Marketing and Advertising
TIIIINR—T T4V R
GCP637  Academic English for Global Professions
TA—NIVHBOTHDTHT IV AV T ya
©GCP639  Public Relations Practices / [R3REHEZ

Graduate School of Global Communication and Language 2027
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English Language
Teaching Practices

AlU offers a unique linguistic and cultural environ-
ment for its students. English is routinely heard,
spoken, and used in and out of the classroom.
Numerous opportunities are available for practic-
ing English in formal and informal settings. A robust
intensive English language program, English for
Academic Purposes (EAP), creates the perfect setting

for observing experienced teachers doing what they
do best. The Language Development and Intercultural
Studies Center (LDIC) offers ideal opportunities for
self-directed learning, group study, and familiarity
with excellent teaching materials and resources. AlU,
in other words, is the perfect campus for improving
one’s own communicative competence in English
while learning how to be an expert at teaching others.
The ELT program offers a solid foundational curricu-
lum in language teaching theory and pedagogyswhile
promoting opportunities to become a competent and
reflective life-long learner of language and culture-—
in this case, English.
——

Expected Student Outcomes

Knowledge of English as a language

Understanding of the role of English
in a globalized world

Comprehension and application of
fundamental TESOL theories and methods

Familiarity with methods of inquiry in
language education

Processing and critical analysis of
information

Competence in language classroom
communication issues

Ability to express oneself professionally
in speaking and writing

Self-reflection as an educator

1 Flexible Scheduling

Complete the program at your own pace

While the English Language Teaching Practices program is generally
completed over the course of two years, it can also be completed over
three to four years by taking weekend classes, ideal for those currently
working.

& Teaching Certificate
Earn an English Teaching Certificate while in ELT

ELT students have the privilege to upgrade their Type 1 Teaching
Certificate to an Advanced Teaching Certificate by completing the necessary
courses. Students without a Teaching Certificate have the option to join
the Teacher’s License Program (TLP*) to earn a Type 1 Teaching Certificate
for Upper Secondary School.

*Teaching Practicum for TLP may be affected by the Prevention of Sexual
Violence against Children Act. Please confirm the QR code for details.

Teaching practices at local high schools

English Village Program for Young Students Lr.

As one component of the Top Global University Project (MEXT), ELT students have been designing and offering i o ™~

the English Village Program on a regular basis, which is a three-day English learning opportunity for young students
from across the country. ELT students enjoy the privilege of trying out their own teaching techniques and materials

with groups of authentic students.

I Message from Program Head

When you look at English as an international language (EIL), you may soon realize that your current/future students
will be more likely to communicate in English with speakers of English as a second/foreign language (ESL/EFL)
rather than with native speakers of the language. This implies that English teaching should focus more on training
students to be speakers of EIL, which can be Japanese-like English but should be acceptable enough.

Fluency will be the key factor in the new phase of English education in Japan. Accuracy development should
occur concurrently with fluency development. Therefore, you have to be ready to get rid of your baseless belief
that students need to learn a large amount of vocabulary first. In addition, obtaining good knowledge of grammar
structures before speaking or writing in English is an outdated notion. For the students’ fluency development,
opportunities for meaning-focused learning are indispensable, which, in fact, have been missing in many English

classrooms in Japan.

To know is one thing, while it is quite another to do. As this proverb suggests, you need to be familiar with a HIrOkI UCHlDA
variety of EFL/ESL theories. When our ELT program says you are familiar with a theory or teaching technique, you  Dean and Director of the Graduate School

are supposed to not only know it, but also to be able to practice it in your classroom. This is what makes our ELT

program different.

Message from an Alumnus

“Some people may think | do not need to go to graduate school to be
a teacher. However, | knew that | wasn’t ready. Maybe | could have been
a teacher after graduating from university, but that wasn’t enough for
me. | want to be a teacher who can encourage students to study English
more, and let them realize that learning English is fun. AlU is a perfect
place to achieve my goal. Here, | can learn important theories about edu-
cation and understand effective ways of teaching English to students.
Moreover, | have chances to actually use the skills | learn in class and
see what will work. One of the reasons why being a teacher is so difficult
is because there is never the exact same situation twice. Every student
is different. Something new happens every day. That is why it is very
important for me to learn various theories, interact with many students
and have experience in teaching and guiding them.”

This is what | said at the matriculation ceremony of AlU Graduate
School, and | can confidently say that | was right. After studying in the
ELT program for two years and teaching at a combined junior and senior
high school for five years, | am still very sure that | made the right choice.
Through my learning experiences at ELT, | was able to gain what | hoped
for. I believe this is true for many other ELT graduates as well.

At the school where | am currently teaching, | have worked together
with four fellow ELT graduates to introduce changes in teaching styles,
textbook selection, and assessment methods, etc. As a result, students
have become more motivated to learn English, and they actively speak
English in class. We strongly feel that what we have learned at ELT has
enabled us to implement effective teaching practices in Japanese class-
room settings.

One important thing that teachers should never forget is that, for
students, each learning opportunity is a once-in-a-lifetime experience.
While teachers may think, “We can try again next time” or “We will do
better next year,” students do not have that luxury. They continue mov-
ing forward without a second chance. Therefore, it is essential for teach-
ers to be ready to teach from the very beginning.

Head of English Language Teaching
Practices Professor

Let me quote myself once more from the matriculation ceremony: “I'm
sure all the students here have their own reasons and stories for coming
to AlU. But | believe that in AlU, all of us will learn a lot, struggle a lot, and
find ourselves getting one step closer to our dream day by day. | wish
these two years will be fruitful for each and every one of us.”

| would like to extend the same message to the new students who
choose to join the ELT program. | am confident that your time here will
prepare you thoroughly for teaching and guide you toward becoming an
even better English teacher.

Sa ra BOSSO M (Nationality: Japan)

2019 Mar.

Graduated from Akita International University

2019 Apr.

Enrolled in Graduate School of Global Communication
and Language at AlU

2021 Mar.

Completed Master of English Language Teaching (Professional)
Currently teaching at Yakumo Academy

Example Career after Graduation

e Full-time English Teaching Positions at
Junior/Senior High School
» Yakumo Academy
P Shizuoka Prefectural Hamamatsu Kita High School
» Gunma Prefectural Kiryu High School
» Miyagi Prefecture Sendai Daisan High School
» Osaka Prefectural Makino High School
P Ishinomaki Municipal Kitakami Junior High School
P Akita Prefectural Noshiro High School
P Shizuoka Prefectural Hamamatsu Konan High School

e Full-time English Teaching Positions at
University Level
» University of Hyogo
» Hokuriku University
» National Institute of Technology, Niihama College
P National Institute of Technology, Akita College
P Akita International University

® Reappointment as an English Teacher in
Kagawa Prefecture

Graduate School of Global Communication and Language 2027 | 11
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Example Coursework

English Language Teaching Practices
*The chart below is a sample sequence for your reference.
*The letter in parentheses indicates its requirement category

and the number indicates credits, e.g., RE3 refers to a
3-credit, required elective course.

Specialized Courses

R=Required RE=Required Elective E=Elective

Spring Semester

ELT601 (R3) EFL Teaching Methods and Materials
ELT607 (E3) Teaching EFL Reading and Writing

Common Courses

Spring Semester

ELT610 (R3) Linguistic Foundations
ELT608 (E3) Teaching Vocabulary in a Foreign Language
$ELT702 (R1) English Teaching Seminar Il

Earn 6 credits or more

GCS600 (RE3)  Introduction to Global Communication

GCS607 (RE3)  Academic English for Global
Professions

Completion: Earn 36 credits or more

Through the ELT program, | refined my teaching philosophy thanks to classes
that introduced teaching methods that are based on scientific research, instead of
on tradition. With guidance from professors, | have found confidence in my ability to
create engaging and effective lessons. It is the ELT program’s focus on the practical
side of teaching that | believe will allow me to succeed in the future as a teacher.

Da n | e‘. PO D BO RO C HYN S KI Uﬁgg?grlggug{aezr:]aggversity of Regina

Students’ Voice

rj'_____ &

Before entering the ELT program, | worked in the business sector. Although | was
interested in English teaching, | lacked the knowledge of a proficient EFL teacher.
The ELT program has equipped me with a strong foundation in pedagogical theory
and valuable opportunities to apply it in practice. It has also allowed me to obtain a
high school teaching license as | continue to develop as a better teacher.

Rie KAWAM U RA Uﬁggrr]é;rlg)c/t:u\ﬁgﬁrr:ternational Christian University

As a student who has long aspired to become an English teacher, the ELT pro-
gram has provided me with invaluable opportunities to deepen my knowledge
and develop my teaching skills. The feedback and support from professors and
peers have also helped me strengthen my abilities. Moreover, my experience in the
English Village program, which offers a three-day English learning program for sec-
ondary school students, has helped me see learning from students’ perspectives.

Ky0ka YOS H I M U RA Uﬁgg?gr‘gguﬁg? l\r}liyagi University of Education

Among the multiple roles teachers play, | believe that building students’ confi-
dence and motivation to learn should be the top priority. In our context, this means
designing lessons that actively engage students in English communication. The ELT
program has offered me valuable opportunities to reflect on my prior experiences,
identify key challenges, and explore how | can address them in my future teaching
practice.

QOEEUEERBEITIE. REDH L DEE % Facebook T
BALTVWETD,

Yay0| 0 S U GA Uﬁggpgrl%uﬁg:agkita University

Facebook

| First Year

| Second Year -

30 credits in the Specialized Courses may include up to 3 courses (9 credits) from the other two programs, JLT and GCP.

ELT students are encouraged to conduct academic research. Students
acquire necessary skills for research and academic writing in the course
work to present at international conferences.

Scholarly Activities

Presentations in Academic Year 2025

Presentation at 22nd Annual CamTESOL Conference in Phnom Penh, Cambodia
ePaper Dictionaries in Decline: Encouraging Contextual Vocabulary Skills in the Digital Era

Presentations at JALT2025 in Tokyo, Japan

eTeacher's Instructional Influence on Students' Metacognitive Strategy Use for Listening
eIncorporating Peer-Feedback during Activities for Junior High School Students
eEmpowering ALTs: Identity, Reflection, and Team Teaching

eCommunicative Strategies and Classroom Management Practices in an EAP Course

Earn 30 credits or more including 15 required credits

Fall Semester
ELT600 (R3) Introduction to Foreign Language Acquisition /' f

& .
ELT611 (E3) Pedagogical/Communicative Grammar | ’ : f f A

*ELT701 (R1) English Teaching Seminar |

Fall Semester

ELT660 (R3) Introduction to Research Methods in Language Education
ELT635 (E3) Applied Psycholinguistics for Language Teachers
$XELT703 (R1) English Teaching Seminar Il

Winter Program (Optional)

ELT609 (E3) Testing and Assessment

x Important Notice (ELT700~703)

Teaching Practicum may be affected by the
Prevention of Sexual Violence against Children
Act. Please confirm the QR code for details.

O
o

GPA Require To achieve and maintain GPA 3.00 or above.

English Language Teaching Practices Faculty

Hiroki UCHIDA

Christopher Carl HALE TomohisaMACHIDA Clay WILLIAMS
é’all%?gssor g.r%fAe-ssor 'é’al\'g?gssor gi%%ssor

Dean and Director of the
Graduate School Ed.D. Teaching and Leadership, Ph.D. in Elementary Education,
Head of English Language Northeastern University University of lllinois at Urbana-
Teaching Practices Champaign

Ph.D. in Second Language
Acquisition and Teaching,
University of Arizona

M.A. in English Education,
Nanzan University

Graduate School of Global Communication and Language 2027 | 13
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Japanese Language Teaching Practices
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Japanese Language Teaching Practices JLT / Example Coursework
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Global Communication Practices

The coursework for Global Communication Practices is designed to cultivate the knowledge and skills essential for
advanced intercultural communication. These skills are crucial for professionals in global business and communications,
including journalists, public relations practitioners, and digital marketing and communications specialists in both private

and public organizations.

The program provides practical training in business communication and outreach, research, interviewing, correspondence,
negotiation, debate, translation, and interpreting. It also incorporates theoretical studies on global communication.

An emphasis is placed on developing students’ perspectives on a variety of social and cultural issues. This approach
helps students understand the intricate relationships among mass media, governments, digital platforms, non-governmental

organizations, and business communities in a global society.

Expected Student Outcomes

Familiarity with information gathering and
research methods.

Knowledge and understanding of the opera-
tions involved in public relations activities and
campaigns, including the digital dimension of
communication and marketing.

The ability to ideate news story ideas, report,
and compose journalistic articles suitable for
publication in professional news media.

Proficiency in negotiation and debate skills.

Developing cultural sensitivity and the ability
to communicate cross-culturally. Grasp of
Japanese culture and its communicative logics
is emphasized.

Ethical practice in public relations, advertising,
and journalism, enabling students to make
informed and sound judgments with a full view
of the various stakeholders.

Simultaneous interpretation skills.

Feature prc_)fessional ‘J
Skills s

With a focus on practical skills essential for effective business communica-
tion—such as negotiation, research, interpretation, and presentation—gradu-
ates are trained through classes and hands-on fieldwork, including a required
internship. This ensures they can immediately apply their education in their
chosen industry.

1 Media &
Information Literacy

In the era of interactive communication, social media, and digitalized
mass media, both citizens and media professionals are expected to crit-
ically evaluate the content of mass media and the information flowing
through their social media circles. This involves forming rational opinions
on public issues and engaging with the public as well as peers within
their information networks. A balanced appraisal of facts and informa-
tion sources, along with critical evaluation of news and opinions found
in blogs, tweets, web news sites, and traditional media, is a crucial skill.
These abilities shape an individual’s capacity to disseminate information,
opinions, and media content effectively to the public or their clientele.

Through coursework and field training, we cultivate these skills as an
integral part of the expertise required for communication specialists in
media, public relations, business, and organizational communication.

Internship Program

As part of the dynamic GCP curriculum, students complete internships in various media and
corporate organizations. By immersing themselves in real-world experiences, students acquire
fundamental knowledge and practical skills in journalism, public relations, and advertising.
Combined with GCP's rigorous academic curriculum, these internships prepare students for
successful professional careers in the future.

l Message from Program Head

AlU’s Global Communication Practices (GCP) is designed to train communication profes-
sionals capable of working in, and communicating across, different languages and cultures
— in the areas of public relations, journalism, and organizational (business) communication.

Embedded throughout our curriculum, therefore, are dynamic, cross-cultural and
cross-linguistic perspectives which go beyond the technical and theoretical exercises of
learning. This is crucial, since certain types of profssional communication that work in one
culture may not resonate in different cultural contexts.

Our teaching faculty draw from extensive professional experiences in corporate com-
munication, journalism and interpretation, and advertising and PR all within multi-cultural
settings. And to this diverse expertise, students —who themselves come with multi-cultural Miki TANIKAWA
backgrounds —richly contribute to the vibrant learning environment. Head of Global Communication Practices

Through faculty-student and student-student interactions, we come to understand the Professor
technicality, breadth, and the nuance of international communication that characterize
much of today’s challenges in international affairs and business as well as the new and
constantly evolving technology.

Such real-world concerns are interwoven into our classes, lectures and activities (i.e.,
internships), which working in conjunction are intended to cultivate and inspire relevant
knowledge and thinking, leading directly to a professional career in international communi-
cation. The combination of classes, internships and research projects, required for gradua-
tion typically last for two years but could be shortened to 18 months for the most qualified
students with high performance evaluation.

| Message from an Alumnus

GCP played a pivotal role in refining my logical thinking, while also strengthening my multicul-
tural communication and negotiation skills through diverse courses and interactive experiences.
What sets GCP apart, in my opinion, is the direct applicability of the knowledge and skills
gained throughout the program. The insights | acquired are valuable not only in professional
settings but also in enriching my daily life. Apr 2023 Graduate School of Global
In April 2025, | began working for TURN Co., Ltd., a trucking equipment/accessories manu- Communication and Language at AlU
facturer, located in Himeji City, as an overseas sales representative. My role includes managing a Mgggg%gd Master of Global Gommunication
client base spanning countries across Asia and Europe. | am responsible for identifying potential Practice (Professional)
clients and effectively leveraging the multicultural communication skills | developed through
GCP to engage with them successfully.

Tsai-Chin CHEN

(Nationality: Taiwan)

Jun. 2020
Graduated from Shih Hsin University (f$7K%)

Currently working at TURN Co., Ltd.

Example Career Opportunities after Graduation

e Japan Airlines Co., Ltd.

e Mercedes-Benz Japan G.K.

® PPIH Corporation (Don Quijote)
e Prestige International Inc.

e Setsu Niseko (Seven Palms Resorts)
e SUNNY SIDE UP Inc.

e Suzuki Motor Corp.

¢ UNIQLO CO.,LTD

e Anheuser-Busch InBev N.V.
e CyberAgent, Inc.

e Deloitte (U.S.A)

e Hokkaido University

Example Career Paths after Graduation

e Public Relations Practitioner
e Public Policy Analyst

o |nternational Communications Consultant e Interpreter
® Marketing and Communications Specialist

e Community Relations Specialist

e Communications Outreach Specialist
e Translator

e Social Media Manager

e Digital Marketing Specialist
e Content Marketing Specialist
e Journalist/Media Writer

® News Producer

Graduate School of Global Communication and Language 2027 | 19
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Example Coursework

Global Communication Practices

The chart below is a sample sequence for your reference.

| First Year

Specialized Courses

Spring Semester

*The letter in parentheses indicates its requirement category
and the number indicates credits, e.g., RE3 refers to a 3-credit,
required elective course. GCP633 (E3)

R=Required RE=Required Elective E=Elective

| Second Year

Common Courses

Earn 6 credits GCP622 (E3)

GCP632 (E3)
GCP645 (R1)

GCS600 (RE3) Introduction to Global Communication

GCS609 (RE3) Strategies for Intercultural
Communication

Completion: Earn 37 credits or more

Students’ Voice

| originally studied as an exchange student at AlU during my undergraduate years at Mississippi State
University in 2022 and loved the school so much | wanted to enroll in the GCP program. | love interacting with
my fellow graduate students, as | get to grow deeper connections but also develop a stronger perspective
of the world around me and learn about their cultures. Through the program so far, | have been able to learn
about a multitude of career paths as well as building the skills needed to be prepared and succeed in my future
career goals. There are many paths I'm interested in. However, the ones that | believe fit my goals best reside
in tourism, hospitality, and diplomacy. All of which not only will allow me to apply what | have learned, but also
continue allowing me to engage with peoples from a variety of cultures and backgrounds.

Michael WOLFE

Nationality: U.S.A.
Undergraduate: Mississippi State University

QOHENREBEHTIE FRENH L DEEN % Facebook THRNMLTWET, :
r.il g 3

Facebook

GCP601 (RE3) Organizational Communication
Digital Marketing and Advertising

Spring Semester

Communication and Organizational
Behavior

Contemporary Issues in a Global Context

Design of Graduation Project

Global

Miki TANIKAWA

Japan

Professor

Head of Global Communication
Practices

Ph.D. in Mass Communication,
University of Texas, Austin

Miki Tanikawa was a long-time feature
writer for The New York Times’ for its
international and domestic US editions.
In the early 2000s, he served as the
Times’ business news-reporter in Tokyo
covering corporate Japan and the finan-
cial markets. As contributing editor for
the Economist Intelligence Unit, he
authored white papers on Japanese
business, economy and industries. He
also wrote extensively for American
newsmagazines such as TIME and
BusinessWeek and today remains a
contributor for the US News & World
Report. At AlU, he teaches international
journalism, international media and
Japanese organizational behavior focus-
ing on the cultural and communicative
logics.

Earn 31 credits or more including 1 required course and 2 required elective courses

Fall Semester
GCP631 (E3)

Language, Culture, and Identity

GCP642 (RE3) Intro. to International Public Relations
GCP643 (RE3) Intro. to International Journalism

Fall Semester
GCP624 (E3)

Leadership and Group Communication

GCP650 (RE3) Global Communication Practicum

Winter Program (Optional)

GCP639 (E3)

Public Relations Practices

31 credits in the Specialized Courses may include up to 3 courses (9 credits) from the other two programs, ELT and JLT.

GPA Requirement: To achieve and maintain GPA 3.00 or above.

Koichi YAMAMURA

Japan
Select Professor

Katsuya KONISHI

Japan
Visiting Professor

Communication Practices Faculty

Toru KIYOMIYA

Japan
Visiting Professor

Kyoko FUJII

Japan
Visiting Associate Professor

Ph.D. in Communication,
University of Miami

Koichi Yamamura is a communica-
tion consultant with extensive expe-
rience in corporate communication,
M&A communication, crisis communi-
cation, and communications measure-
ment. He has published many articles
including case studies and contributed
chapters on the history of public rela-
tions in Japan in several books. He
is a co-editor of “Public Relations in
Japan: Evolution of Communication
Management in a Culture of Lifetime
Employment.” A former executive vice
president of a boutique PR firm in Tokyo,
he has also held positions as head of
measurement of a global automotive
company and a senior advisor of a global
communications measurement com-
pany. While teaching at AlU, he currently
provides counsel on communication
strategy to a bio start-up company that
operates globally.

Master in International Affairs,
Tokyo University of Foreign Studies

Katsuya Konishi is a distinguished TV
and radio commentator, has an extensive
career as a conference interpreter, and
is a trail-blazer in news interpreting
in Japanese broadcast journalism.
He was the chief interpreter for TV
Asahi’s coverage of international inci-
dents, such as the Gulf War and the
Irag War, and has anchored numerous
programs for TV Asahi and TBS since
the 1980s. Among them are “CNN
DayWatch”, “CNN Daybreak”, and
“Sunday Project” (all for TV Asahi). He
has also covered every U.S. presiden-
tial election since 1988 in live and doc-
umentary report programs. Apart from
TV, Mr. Konishi has taught at Tokyo
University of Foreign Studies and Asia
University (Tokyo), and since 2009 has
been teaching Globalization of World
Politics, Debate, and Conference
Interpreting at AlU.

Ph.D. in Communication,
Michigan State University

Toru Kiyomiya has been a visiting
professor at AlU since 2008 and teaches
“Organizational Communication,”
“Negotiation and Conflict Resolutions,”
and “Leadership and Small Group
Communication.” He obtained a Master of
Labor Relations and Human Resources
and Ph.D. in Communication at Michigan
State University, and his specialty of
teaching is business communication at
Seinan Gakuin University in Fukuoka.
His current research interests are in
corporate communication, crisis man-
agement, community leadership, med-
ical communication, and discourse
analysis. His early career was started
as a business consultant in the field of
human resources, such as performance
appraisal systems, safety training, and
a variety of in-house training to both
public and private organizations.

Graduate School of Global Communication and Language 2027

BA in Business & Commerce,
Keio University

Kyoko Fujii is a Senior Consultant
at Dentsu PR Consulting. With over 30
years of experience in public relations,
she has a proven track record across
diverse fields, including cross-border
M&A support, public affairs for industry
associations, and media training for
corporate executives. A thought leader,
she contributes essays to PR indus-
try media and lectures at professional
associations. She has co-authored sev-
eral books on public relations, including
Communicating: A Guide to PR in Japan
(Wiley), which earned the Golden World
Award from the International Public
Relations Association (IPRA). Kyoko is
an active member of both the Public
Relations Society of Japan (PRSJ) and
IPRA, and is a PRSJ-accredited PR
Planner.
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The screening of successful applicants will be based only through documents submitted. Candidates must submit the necessary
Application Forms, Personal Statement and Study Plan, Two Letters of Recommendation, and Documents verifying language proficiency
(listed below). Required forms and detailed information are available on the AlU website.

P Conditions for Application

Program | Preferred Language Proficiency Level upon Application
English Language TOEFL iBT® TEST 88, TOEFL® PBT TEST 570, or an equivalent level of English demonstrated by another English test,
Teaching Practices such as TOEIC® L&R TEST 820, IELTS™ 6.5, Cambridge English Qualifications C2 Proficiency, and Eiken Grade 1 level.

mNative speakers of Japanese
TOEFL iBT® TEST 71, TOEFL® PBT TEST 530, or an equivalent level of English demonstrated by another English test,
such as TOEIC® L&R TEST 750, IELTS™ 6.0, and Eiken Grade Pre-1 level.

Japanese Language

K . mNon-native speakers of Japanese must meet both of the requirements below:
Teaching Practices

1) Must have one of the following:
TOEFL iBT® TEST 71, TOEFL® PBT TEST 530, or an equivalent level of English demonstrated by another English test,
such as TOEIC® L&R TEST 750, IELTS™ 6.0, and Eiken Grade Pre-1 level.

2) Must have JLPT (Japanese-Language Proficiency Test) N1 level.

Global Communication TOEFL iBT® TEST 79, TOEFL® PBT TEST 550 or an equivalent level of English demonstrated by another English test,
Practices such as TOEIC® L&R TEST 800, IELTS™ 6.5, Cambridge English Qualifications C1 Advanced, and Eiken Grade 1 level.

The scores above are general standards, and you can still apply even if you have not met these standards. A score from TOEFL ITP® TEST or TOEIC® L&R IP TEST implemented exclusively
for AlU is considered equivalent to that of TOEFL® PBT TEST or TOEIC® L&R TEST, respectively. Applicants are required to submit a score report from one of the required language proficiency
tests. The scores/certificates for language proficiency test(s) must be dated within two years from the last day of each application period. Only applicants whose scores/certificates for language
proficiency test(s) have expired, but who have met the standards, may choose to take an online interview test. (In English or Japanese only) To apply for an interview test, use the online form on
the Admissions web page. The interview test must be completed prior to the submission of the application documents.

» Documents to be Submitted » Matriculation Fee & Tuition

Application Forms @Miscellaneous Fees

(one-time payment)

¥22,430

@ The fee for students who need to enroll in
the Inbound Futai-Gakuso, Comprehensive
Insurance for Students Lives Coupled with
"Gakkensai" is ¥45,770.

@Matriculation Fee
(one-time payment)

¥282,000

Resume (CV) (Those from Akita Prefecture)

¥423,000

(Those from outside Akita Prefecture)

Personal Statement and Study Plan

Two Letters of Recommendation

Certificate of undergraduate
graduation or a certificate of your
bachelor’s degree

Breakdown
-Student activity fee:¥20,000
@The student activity fee is used for various
activities during enrollment. Subject to
increase in the future.

Transcript

@Annual Tuition

¥896,000

@ Eligible students may apply for the Long-

Document which verifies your
language proficiency

- Insurance fee (Gakkensai/ Gakkenbai):

term Study Period which allows them to ¥2,430

study for up to four years with the two-year -Insurance fee (Inbound Futai-Gakuso,

tuition fees. Comprehensive Insurance for Students
@ Students can apply for the tuition reduction Lives Coupled with "Gakkensai"):

program or scholarship. ¥23,340
@This insurance is exclusively for interna-
tional students residing in Japan with a
"Student” status of residence.

P Schedule for Application, Selection, and Matriculation
Application periods are scheduled as follows: (Approximately 10 successful applicants each period)

Announcements . .
Matriculation Procedures for

Successful Applicants Time of Matriculation

Screening Application Periods of Successful
Applicants

Fall September 1-9, 2026 October 9, 2026 October 13-26, 2026 April or September, 2027

Winter |November 30-December 9, 2026 January 13, 2027 January 14-26, 2027 April or September, 2027

Spring April 8-16, 2027 May 14, 2027 May 17-27, 2027 September, 2027

*JLT accepts new students only in September. Please refer to page 7 for more information.

Consultation before application: In order to be sure that AlU is indeed the right university for students, we strongly recommend prospective students to have a consultation
with an AlU faculty member before formally applying. To apply for the consultation, use the online form on the Admissions web page of our graduate program.

Admissions Office

Yuwa, Akita-city, Akita, 010-1292 Japan TEL: +81-18-886-5931 FAX: +81-18-886-5910
E-mail: grad@gl.aiu.ac.jp Website: https://admission.aiu.ac.jp/en/graduate/ Admission

Information

TOEFL, TOEFL ITP, TOEFL iBT and TOEIC are registered trademarks of Educational Testing Service (ETS). This brochure is not endorsed or approved by ETS.

Graduate School of Global Communication and Language 2027

23



Campus Map
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Surroundedbyforests, AkitaInternational University hasanon-campus

apartment and facilities such as a library and computer rooms, which
are open 24 hours a day, 365 days a year, and thus provide students

with an excellent study environment.

BEAZITT14TEYI—08)
Center for Student Initiatives (Bidg. I)
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The Center for Student Initiatives was
founded in 2015 to promote activities for
the Top Global University Project.

English Villages, Teachers' Seminars, and
other programs for English education reform
are held at this center.

An after-school care center called “AlU Kids”
also opened on April 1, 2025.

Suda Hall (zB#%H—))
Suda Hall (Multi-Purpose Hall)

REPAVY — R ARV KREIEDNZIERT
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The SudaHallis used for ceremonies, concerts,

and sporting events. It also contains exercise
training facilities.
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Health & Medical Care Room
and Counseling Room (BIdg. E)

REEELHIVEIVTIL—LIF DBOEEEF
DESHITERAINTWET,

The Health & Medical Care Room and
Counseling Room is available to support

students to maintain physical and mental
health.

BTEK (AR)
Administration Building (Bidg. A)

EBEB.FREBEDA 71 RABRELHDET,

Building A contains the administration
office, President’s office, and faculty
offices.
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FEBE(US5F2TMNIR)
Student Apartment (Graduate House)
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HISFATA MNIRBC b IDREES (FBER) ICABTERHENBNET,

The Graduate House is an accommodation facility for graduate students. The cost
is 44,000 - 46,000 yen per month, which include fees for internet, electricity, water,

and gas. Three persons can reside in one Graduate House unit.

*The rooms will be allocated by drawing lots should the number of applicants exceeds the apartment capacity.
*The fee rates are for the AY2026.

*In addition to Graduate House, students may be able to move into other student housing (for undergraduates).
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® BEEINIFEEYI— (LK)
Active Learning Center (Bldg. L)
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H—J)U#R  Club House

@

Student Apartments

(Global Village, Sakura Village, Tsubaki Village)

® thigstxREEE (LEF) Nakajima Library (Bldg. L) © PEREE(FEF) Student Hall (Bldg. F)

® EIER(AR) Administration Building (Bldg. A)
® #ATxFU7 Cafeteria

SEEHAR (BHR. CHR.D#R) Lecture Building (Bldg. B, C, and D) Q REE DUV EUYTIL—L (ER)

Br4EffZR=  Graduate Student Research Rooms (Bldg. D)

Health and Medical Care Room and Counseling Room (Bldg. E)
® R2EAZIT7F4TEVI— (1) Center for Student Initiatives (Bldg. 1)
PEBS (O O-NIVTLyI ELE5ToLy I DEFETsLYY) O 2EE(TFBE) Residence Hall (Komachi Hall)
™ Suda Hall(ZB#i—)b) Suda Hall (Multi-Purpose Hall)
N REFEE(JS5FT1ITAM\VDR) Student Apartment (Graduate House)
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Student Hall (Bidg. F)
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A focal point for student activities, this facil-
ity contains a recreation space, College Cafe,
AlU Shop, Career Development Center, etc.
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Cafeteria
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Bright and open, the cafeteria offers meals
at reasonable prices and also serves as a
space for parties and other events.

@ FAER(B-C-DH)

Lecture Building (Bidg. B, C, and D)
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These buildings are used for classes.

Additionally, Building D Lecture Hall (Alumni
Hall) is used for public lectures.

FIREC S REEE (L)
Nakajima Library (Bldg. L)
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The library holds more than 87,000 books
and provides access to various digital
resources including over 490,000 e-books.
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Active Learning Center [ALC] (Bidg. L)
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The ALC includes a space for foreign lan-
guage self-study and other functions.

B4 38 2= (D)
Graduate Student
Research Rooms (Bldg. D)
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TWET,
Building D contains rooms for graduate stu-

dents fully equipped with basic research
facilities.
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