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In order to provide opportunities for you to learn more about the graduate school, we are planning to hold
the information sessions in person or online. Dates and other details will be announced in our official
website.
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Monte CASSIM

Chair of the Board/President, Akita International University
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Welcome to AIU’s Graduate School of Global Communication and
Language, which consists of three programs: English Language
Teaching Practices, Japanese Language Teaching Practices, and Global
Communication Practices. These programs will prepare you for
careers that require advanced skills in English and Japanese language
education, journalism, and international public relations, among oth-
ers. Communication, based on an understanding of the world around
us in order to build a better society, and with language as the medium
for doing so, is the common thread.

However, the university does not wish for its postgraduate schol-
ars to fall into silos of narrowly defined skills. Professional depth and
breadth of scholarship, exercised with empathy and integrity, char-
acterizes our post-graduate school, which is also committed to nur-
turing these qualities of global leadership. It draws on AIU’s unique
Applied International Liberal Arts (AILA) pedagogic foundations,
which requires cultivation of the mind and body in order to lead an
honorable life in one’s chosen professional field in a world that is
changing with great rapidity.

Against this backdrop, communication and language are not merely
the tools of one’s trade. They reach out to the very core of how our cul-
tures and human heritage have been built. I do hope that those of you
who join us will explore this further with your boundless creativity,
leading to a rewarding experience that will surely enrich your lives.
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1947  Born in Colombo, Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka
1970  B.Sc. Built Environment, Faculty of Natural Sciences, University of Sri Lanka, Colombo
1974-1981  Research Fellow and Coordinator, Group Asia 80 Program, Japan Center for Area Development Research
1976  M.Eng. (Urban Engineering), Graduate School of Engineering, The University of Tokyo
1976-1977  Lecturer and Secretary of the Committee for Graduate School Establishment, University Sains Malaysia
1980-1984  Architect at Design Management Division, Design Department, Mitsui Construction Ltd.
1982  Withdrawal from the Doctoral Program with the Completion of Course Requirements of Urban Engineering,
Graduate School of Engineering, The University of Tokyo
1985-1994  Senior Research Fellow (U.N. Expert) and Program Coordinator, United Nations Center for Regional
Development
1994-2018  Professor, Ritsumeikan University
2004-2009  President, Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University
2004-2012  Vice Chancellor, Ritsumeikan Trust
2013-2014  Special Aide to the Chancellor, Ritsumeikan Trust
2014-2017  Member, Board of Councilors, Ritsumeikan Trust
2014-2021  Executive Trustee, Akita International University
2015-2018  Assistant Trustee, Ritsumeikan Trust
2018-2021  President, Trustee and Professor, Shizenkan University
2018-2023  Senior Advisor, Ritsumeikan Trust
2021-present  President (Chair of the Board), Akita International University
Other prominent posts including University Council Executive Trustee of Vietnam-Japan University, Chairman of the Board
of Councilors of Okinawa Institute of Science and Technology and Senior Advisor to the Prime Minister of Sri Lanka

Publications include Concepts of Sustainability (Chapter 2 : An introduction to sustainability
science (Horitsu Bunka Sha, 2013)). He has also given many lectures at the Sri Lanka
Association for the Advancement of Science (SLASS), universities both in Japan and abroad, and
more.

In 2016, he was awarded the Order of the Sacred Treasure [Gold Rays with Neck Ribbon] from
the Government of Japan for his contribution to the promotion of private education in Japan and
his continuous efforts to promote mutual understanding between Sri Lanka and Japan.

In 2017 he received a National Honours Lifetime Award (Vidya Nidhi) for Contributions to
science and technology by the Government of Sri Lanka.
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September Professional graduate school, the “Graduate School of Global Communication and
Language,” established with an admission capacity of 30 students
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Message from the Dean
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Hiroki UCHIDA

Dean of the Graduate School of
Global Communication and Language
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The late twentieth century was hectic and complex in
every sense. With the collapse of the Soviet Union, the
Cold War suddenly came to an end. This allowed the lead-
ers of the countries in Europe to discuss the possibility of
a European Union with totally new perspectives. And in
parallel at that time, some environmental issues, which
include abrupt climate change, were squarely put in the
public eye. People in the world realized that the planet had
some issues that no single country was able to cope with.
The rapid development of the Internet accelerated the
discussion of a borderless world. Global Communication
is arelatively young academic field which sprouted in the
rapidly and drastically changing societies. It is an inter-
disciplinary approach to the global issues, and this well
explains why Akita International University as an inter-
national liberal arts college has a graduate school in this
field.

Why “global” instead of “international?” This is one of
the most frequently asked questions. One viable answer
to this question may lie in the morphological structures of
these two words. The word “international” has “nation” as
its word root, while the word stem of “global” is “globe.”
Global Communication discusses political, economic,
and cultural alliances (sometimes conflicts) on a global
scale.

The Graduate School of Global Communication and
Language has three programs. Although each program
has its goal and targeted professions, the knowledge and
skills that all students are expected to equip themselves
with are integrated and offered in common courses. In this
interdisciplinary graduate school, students are allowed to
count up to 9 credits (equivalent to 3 courses) from other
programs toward the completion of their master’s degree.

We would like to invite you to our global community
where students from Japan and the rest of the world are
cultivating an art with meaningful collaboration.
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The Akita International University Graduate School of Global Communication
and Language (AU GSGCL) aims to provide the kind of education and
research opportunities in advanced theories and practices of communi-
cation suitable for meaningful contribution to a globalized world and to
equip teachers and professionals with the advanced knowledge, commu-
nication capabilities, and teaching skills that will enable them to contrib-
ute to both local and international communities. The AlU Graduate School
confers a professional Master’s degree on those who have completed the
curricular requirements and acquired the following knowledge, skills and
attitudes.

- Advanced knowledge of communication theories and effective commu-
nication practices

- Advanced language and leadership skills

- A global perspective and awareness of how essential advanced commu-
nication skills are for contributing to greater global understanding, that
together with the above sorts of knowledge and skills, enable

students to become excellent professionals in their chosen fields
To obtain a professional Master’s degree, in principle, students need to
spend at least two years, complete all the required courses, and earn 36
credits (37 credits for students in Global Communication Practices) or
more with a 3.00 or higher GPA.
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Degree-seeking students are required to be enrolled in one of three
programs: English Language Teaching (ELT), Japanese Language Teaching
(JLT), or Global Communication Practice (GCP). Along with taking the
common core courses and studying the basics of global communication,
students complete a set of practical courses (required, required elective,
and elective) in the chosen program. Under the supervision of their
adviser, students must complete a practicum (a teaching practicum or an
internship as assigned by each program), and a final project involving the
integration of knowledge and practice, which constitutes the culmination
of the student’s studies. Grading is based on the grading criteria described
in the syllabus for each course and student’s academic performance is
monitored through their GPA.

In the ELT program, in addition to taking required subjects that cover
the knowledge and skills essential to English education, students are
also required to take practicum subjects (3 credits) in which students
practice teaching in actual educational settings. In principle, the teaching
practicum, or English Teaching Seminar, is offered as a 1-credit course in
three semesters, however; in order to accommodate for the exceptional
circumstances for in-service teachers, 3 semester hours of graduate
school credit can be earned for the teaching practicum in one semester.
In addition to courses for teaching the four linguistic skills and developing
teaching materials, by incorporating academic subjects in the fields of
linguistics and sociology, and with consideration of the status of English
education in Japanese elementary schools, it will enable students to
develop deep perspectives on language education that will allow them to
adapt successfully to a variety of educational settings. All ELT courses are
conducted in English.

In the JLT program, students study theoretical subjects related to
linguistics and second language acquisition theory that is necessary
for Japanese language education in the first year of the program. To
acquire further practical expertise in teaching Japanese, three teaching
practicums (Spring, Fall and Winter) are required in the second year of the
program. Two terms of teaching practicums are conducted in Japan and
one term overseas. An oral presentation at the action research debriefing
session is required in order to complete the program. Except for the
common courses, JLT courses are conducted in Japanese.

In the GCP program, foundation courses in journalism or public relations
are offered as required electives, and elective courses in international news
and organizational communication develop expertise for student’s future
occupations. Courses dealing with various issues in the international
society and information literacy to further expand professional knowledge
are taken in the second year along with completing a required internship
and field research experience. To complete the program and graduate,
students must either produce a scholarly research paper and pass an
oral examination, or make a formal presentation on their practicum and
pass an oral examination. All GCP courses are conducted in English to
maximize the development of students’ language proficiency.

Graduate School of Global Communication and Language 2026
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Outline of the Graduate Program
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Established in September 2008, the AlU professional gradu-
ate school is comprised of three pathways: English Language
Teaching Practices, Japanese Language Teaching Practices,
and Global Communication Practices.

Mission Statement

The mission of the AlU GSGCL is to prepare students for careers in
professional communication fields that make positive contributions to
today’s global society. With programs in English and in Japanese that
engage students in classroom and practical training activities, the GSGCL
provides students with the knowledge and practical skills they need to
advance their careers.

Graduate School of Global Communication and Language
Graduate Program in Global Communication and Language Practices

Hiroki UCHIDA, Dean and Director

Program Head Sf;"g:rﬂlm?d Enrolm‘;‘#ta:)uota TOtaéaEg:c’:liltTent
English Language Teaching Practices (ELT) Hiroki UCHIDA
Japanese Language Teaching Practices (JLT) Atsuko SAJIKI 2 years 30 students 60 students
Global Communication Practices (GCP) Miki TANIKAWA

We seek students who:

Have a strong motivation for independent study and a keen interest in global issues.

English Language Students should possess a strong desire to be skilled in teaching English for international
Teaching Practices communication, and have a lens through which they can see and discuss global issues.

Japanese Language Students should possess a strong desire to teach Japanese internationally to students from
Teaching Practices around the world, and have a deep interest in Japanese culture and society.

Students should possess a strong desire to work internationally in journalism, public relations
and business communication, with a strong interest in a comprehensive understanding of the
world.

Global Communication
Practices

Degrees Granted

The following degrees are granted to those who are enrolled in our graduate school and successfully complete the
subjected programs.

English Language Teaching Practices Japanese Language Teaching Practices Global Communication Practices

Master of English Language Teaching Master of Japanese Language Teaching Master of Global Communication Practice
(Professional) (Professional) (Professional)

Certificates Granted

English Language Teaching Practices (ELT):

Those who complete the required courses and earn the necessary credits in ELT can obtain an Advanced Teaching Certificate
for Lower Secondary School (English), or an Advanced Teaching Certificate for Upper Secondary School (English). However,
possessing a Type 1 Teaching Certificate for Lower Secondary School (English) or a Type 1 Teaching Certificate for Upper
Secondary School (English) is a precondition for obtaining either of the Advanced Certificates.

Japanese Language Teaching Practices (JLT):

JLT is a “Registered Practical Training Organization” and “Registered Training Institute for Japanese-Language Teachers.”
Those who complete the required courses in JLT can be exempt from the fundamental competence exam and the practical
training for the Registered Japanese-Language Teacher Examination.(*Not applicable to the students targeted for recurrent
education.)

Graduate School of Global Communication and Language 2026
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Characteristics of the School
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As a professional graduate school with degree-granting authority, AlU places a great deal of emphasis on practicality

in its courses with special attention to theoretical and academic features. Conducted interactively, classes involve
discussions that elicit students’ opinions on various subjects. Depending on the chosen subject area, students are
required to take specialized courses in English Language Teaching Practices, Japanese Language Teaching Practices,
or Global Communication Practices. All students learn theory in the classroom and then apply it in the real world
through internships and teaching practice, thus deepening their theoretical knowledge and its process to application.
In order to achieve a successful integration of both the theoretical and practical aspects of courses, the curriculum
features the following five characteristics, and a unique system is provided to meet various needs with students from

different backgrounds.

Advanced Professional
Education in English
All lectures, seminars and practice in the school except for Japanese
Language Teaching Practices are conducted in English with the goal of
advancing students to a high level of English performance. For native

speakers of English, of course, this is a skill “in hand” they bring to the
program.

02 Development of Education with a
Close Link between Theory and Practice

With the acquisition of theories related to actual work situations in mind,
classes are conducted with a focus on issues that students may encounter in
their respective workplaces. Faculty members enrich classes with their expe-
rience as prominent leaders in language education, international media, and
journalism.

03 Common Courses in Global
Communication Practice

In addition to courses that deal with basic theories and knowledge of inter-
national society and culture in each program, common courses are offered to
acquire practical global communication skills.

04 Refresher Courses for
Working Adults

The importance of new knowledge, information, and technology has been
increasing exponentially as a foundation of activity in every sector of society.
This situation requires a readjustment of the knowledge and skills needed
for each profession. We offer recurrent education for experienced students
through specialized coursework where knowledge and practice are system-
atically integrated.

Each program provides a unique curriculum that is designed to enhance
students’ expertise depending on their needs.

GPA: Grading System for
Global Higher Education

Our graduate school has adopted the GPA system and a strict grading
policy to ensure a high quality of education. The criteria of assessment are
described along with the teaching methods and course schedule on each
syllabus. At the time of program completion, students must satisfy the GPA
requirement of 3.00 or above, as well as credit requirements.

April and September

Matriculations and
Pre-Graduate Student System

The ELT and GCP programs of the AIU Graduate
School allow new students to start in April or September,
while JLT students are accepted in September only.
Students are eligible to participate in the “Pre-Graduate
Student System.” Participation in this system allows
students to take advantage of their time before official
enrolliment, and helps to lighten future course workload
by allowing students to take courses or conducting Gap
Year Activities*. Gap Year activity needs to be proposed
and approved in advance. Non-Japanese citizens who
wish to be pre-graduate students must obtain proper
visas issued by the Government of Japan by April 1 of
their matriculation year.

M Japanese Language Teaching Practices

The system is applicable to students admitted
during the Fall or Winter Screenings. Pre-graduate
students can choose to either take up to 2 courses
(6 credits) at AlU’s Graduate School during Spring
Semester or conduct Gap Year Activities. Gap Year
Activities may include teaching Japanese at institu-
tions in Japan and overseas.

M English Language Teaching Practices and
Global Communication Practices

Students who are admitted through Fall or Winter
Screenings and start as degree-seeking students in
September are eligible to conduct Gap Year Activities
if their proposal for the activities is examined and
approved by the university.

*Gap Year Activities

Participants of Gap Year Activities must register for “GCS610
Reflective Professional Experience (3 credits)” which requires reflect-
ing on and examining professional experiences to write academic
papers.

Graduate School of Global Communication and Language 2026
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Curriculum at a Glance

FIE B

O—/N)b-Aa=—avERAERROBIE
JO—=NL-02a=5—>3VICET2EREREZZINEBHNBEFHICNA BEIBOEMEEE0H2 3EIBER L. ERDES
EZDEBREXASDZEMHEHEZRHL. SESMBEAZERLET,

EP9FL B | Specialized Courses

. . )
The Goal of the Graduate School of Global Communication and Language
The AIU Graduate School equips teachers and professionals with advanced knowledge, skills and expertise. SR Py — =
" . . - . HAEHRERERE EAEPESE 3020
In addition to the common courses which offer the basics of global communication, the Graduate School provides J L Teaching P . Global C ication P .
three programs to enhance students’ professional expertise in theories and practices. apanese Language Teaching Practices obal Communication Practices
- N N Yy N N Yy N
English EMRIB108 B30 E I LEE EMRB118 E31E AU LEE
FE22025E5 B SADBEE T, BEAEMMBEENZE L. BERAORERE TERTE2HAE BERNE RE. RS BREBERII2=r—yavEEhza L.
BEERIEV IV R CIRBVELETET, BENDER BERAT 1 T ORETERTED AMDER
j:t hd N The information below is as of May, 2025.
S ) L . . -
7 \1@.*4' E | LT ROLITETEI i ook the atest nformation on the website, Complete 10 courses (30 credits) or more Complete 11 courses (31 credits) or more
Develop Japanese language teachers capable of succeeding in educational Develop individuals capable of succeeding in international media or insti-
N B4 H institutions in Japan and abroad with a high level of specialized knowledge tutions settings with high-level communication skills, such as information
2*4 E 6$11L'L/{J: Complete 2 courses (6 CredltS) or more and techniques. collection, dissemination, negotiation, and interpretation.
3EEICHESTS./O—/NL-JZ2=5 -3 Acquire the basic knowledge related to global communication which serves as
VICET 2 ERAES JOERL S ST IREE the common foundation for the three fields of study, deepen understanding of N . . - . . . )
B A lfCO)%E%E’\J;—DEﬁ%ﬂ%% global society and cultures as well as practical knowledge as a professional. M‘ﬂ%*’l’ B Required M‘ﬂ%*’l’ E Required x@RfEME Required Elective
o S, R @HZEL REKICE T 2RIE Teaching Practices . ) . S
SEIRAMERIE Required Elective " _ GCP645  Design of Graduation Project /€T s2EEtE
— ‘ o - N = JLT604  BABEBEOBM UK (VALY MEBHREEELLPENR) OFERKE - BRXEICEITHRIE Research - Interpreting Methods
GCS600(GCP630)* Intro. to Global Communication /7' A—/\)L- 322 =5 —2 3 ViR Teaching Materials and Aids for Japanese
GCS601(ELT641, GCP631)* Language, Culture, and Identity / S XILETAI TV T AT« Language Teaching(Required for all students including %GCP601  Organizational Communication
GCS602(GCP632)* Contemporary Issues in a Global Context,/ 7' O0—/\)L{t & EBRE R students targeted for Recurrent Education) w12 =s—>3v
GCS607(GCP637)* Academic English for Global Professions,/ 7' B —/NILRDIODT AT IV ATy a = — . . .
GCS608 Intro. to Japanese Studies (offered in Japanese only for int’l students) / BA2 4% (B2 EDH) JLTes0 Eez:igfﬁo?jfﬁfet‘e Language Teaching Practicum HGCP642 %\%ﬁ)ﬁ;gﬁ%\atlonal Public Relations
GCS609(GCP600)* Strategies for Intercultural Communication /X322 =7 —>avYDRASTI— :
GCS610 Reflective Professional Experience (Applicable only for Gap Year participants) JLT651 HABEBRERKME FLH) %GCP643 Intro. to International Journalism
BN RRER (GAP YEARSINEDHEA) Japanese Language Teaching Practicum in Akita EREI v —7 Y X L
GCS611 Interpreting (English/Japanese) | /BR#EE | JLT652 BABREEBME (BN LETHRX
*HBIB L LTHEUEUSHA AIRETY, These courses may be counted as specialized course. Japanese Language Teaching Practicum ﬂ% Tﬂ E Required for Completion
on Abroad and Writing Action Research Paper
J . . R @5LEHZEICBI Y 5718 Research and Practices
7 JLT653 HABHEETHX (VALY MEEFREDHHE) . oo s
Japanese Language Teaching Action Research Paper KGCP649  Scholarly Research and Paper/#i5Ei X &35
= = == = . . . (Only applicable to the students targeted for Recurrent . A ] =
*EE E%E&%ﬁﬁ | Engllsh Language Teachlng Practices Educ)z:tigﬁ) g ¥GCP650  Global Communication Practicum / $15 1= EHFFR
. . e . JLT654  BHABERAREMR (ALY MEETREDHBE)
E}Fﬁ*ll- E 10*4 E 30¥11LL/(_I:E{I% Complete 10 courses (30 credits) or more {Raep)czrlfsﬁtLégEéja.atig:nTeach|ng Practicum for E?Rﬂ E g¥ Electives O EBIBAE Offered every two years
BEREEREN. EFMEEEERNLEEEZEL Devellop future leaders in English_education_with high language competency, (Only applicable to the students targeted for Recurrent
FEEHEE — RT3 AMOER specialized knowledge and practical expertise. Education) GCP600  Strategies for Intercultural Communication
EX{tIZa=5—2avnRISTI—
JLTE01  EREAEARIE | ©OGCP604  Negotiati d Conflict Resoluti
S o i N _ _ i i egotiation and Conflict Resolution
Mﬂ%ﬂ_ E Required SGERMERE Required Elective Ja::nie P:iagoglc;;;rammarfor Beginners | xfﬁ?&“‘yﬁ-*j‘bl—ba‘/
. _ N . . JLT606 BHABESLEESHE
OHIREEREKICEISRE  Teaching Practices GCP613  Debate and Discussion /74 R — &k
XELT601 EFL Teaching Methods and Materials /S EE & L TDEEBEBE L ZBEM Pedagogy for Japanese Speech Sounds and Prosody . ) N
ELT701~703 English Teaching Seminar |-l / EEHREEBFEEE1~3 JLT609 BAERE GCP614  Interpreting (English/Japanese) Il /@REI Il
(ELT700 English Teaching Practicum with Seminar/&XEXRBEXREKEERE) Evaluation and Testing in Japanese Language Teaching ©OGCP620  Discussing Global News,/ EIBREORIRE (S
@ =:EEB(CBd %%E Language Acquisition ILT615 BASHEO-HOE-_SEEER
ELT600 Intro. to Foreign Language Acquisition /BB 1§ &1 SLAntnheories?orJapaT\es:Lanérzage Teaching GCP622 Co\mmunica\tion and O[gan;izational Behavior
ELT660 Intro. to Research Methods in Language Education / S &% E =B R MR ) ) ASa=y -3y CHEETE R
O=E(CBIT3HE English Language s JLsie Eﬁggfﬁi*ﬁﬁ:’se e OGCP624  Leadership and Group Communication
ELT610 Linguistic Foundations /&&= - P guag ing Y=y FE S —FAZ 2= —> gy
N . . JLT620 SHEFRELTORARAT L 2RE GCP629  Public Relations in a Global Context
)gm*:l- E g* Electives OFBERI#ERIA Offered every two years Teaching Japanese as a Foreign Language JA—=NIVBREICEIFR/1 Ty o) L—a v
OELT606 Teaching EFL Speaking and Listening /S EFEL L TDRERFERE - IR IS EE . . . GCP630 Intro. to Global Communication
OELT607 Teaching EFL Reading and Writing / S\EIE & LT DX EH R - (ESUIEEA 12IR % B BF Electives AR R R BN =
OELT608 Teaching Vocabulary in a Foreign Language /FZE& &5 _ o .
OELT609 EFL Testing and Assessment /S EFE & L THREDHER & 5l JLT602 B LROHE . . GCP63T ;agnﬁgL;{gbeéglﬁtgrs,_a?d_ljlentlty
OELT611 Pedagogical/Communicative Grammar,/ OESCERE JAafanesedLsatn%ua%e Vil o i emnd = 77T
OELT612 Sociolinguistics /#t R E&E%F vanced >tudents GCP632  Contemporary Issues in a Global Context
OELT619 Teaching English to Young Learners /|R &3 EKiZi% JLT614 BEAREBEHREDHRE I 7' B—/NLE E ERRER
OELT624 Teaching English in Higher Education /@& H B (CH T2 HBHIRE Japanese Pedagogical Grammar for Beginners |I - . .
OELT631 Materials Development in the Context of English Education in Japan,/BADZEERE CH 3 2B ERE LT619  SR{bEoHHaIs12OAEHS GCP633 gg;{ﬂ;@ﬁ;iingé\;_i[:/irtlsmg
OELT635 Applied Psycholinguistics for Language Teachers / EZEHED=H DISHLESES ) Tegehiiz I:nhese o Lea::ersﬁfrom Diverse -
ELT641 Language, Culture, and Identity /& XILETI TV T T4 Commuﬁitiss GCP637  Academic English for Global Professions
ELT663 Classroom Research and Observation /#23DHFR EHE JA—NIVHBDTODTHTIVI AV T yTa
ELT699 Scholarly Research and Paper/ ZMfifiREES &) —F - R—/3— JLT660 HAEZEBREMR | ~VI . ) . N
ELT68X Special Topics in Language Teaching/Learning/ S&E# & - SEBEORRT — AR ~665 Japanese Independent Study [-VI SRS A ke el s/ 5. 4L
\ S

g7

ELT/JLT 36HAIMU L
GCP STHMILE

A
AA

Completion (36 credits or more)

GPAETEH:GPA 3.00l EZERTZH L
GPA Requirement:To achieve and maintain GPA 3.00 or above

RHDEFIRB % 3REIBME TRIELMETRME LTEATEE

Students may enroll in three courses (9 credits) outside of their major program.

Graduate School of Global Communication and Language 2026
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English Language
Teaching Practices

AlU offers a unique linguistic and cultural environ-
ment for its students. English is routinely heard,
spoken, and used in and out of the classroom.
Numerous opportunities are available for practic-
ing English in formal and informal settings. A robust
intensive English language program, English for
Academic Purposes (EAP), creates the perfect setting
for observing experienced teachers doing what they
do best. The Language Development and Intercultural
Studies Center (LDIC) offers ideal opportunities for
self-directed learning, group study, and familiarity
with excellent teaching materials and resources. AlU,
in other words, is the perfect campus for improving
one’s own communicative competence in English
while learning how to be an expert at teaching others.
The ELT program offers a solid foundational curricu-
lum in language teaching theory and pedagogy while
promoting opportunities to become a competent and

reflective life-long learner of language and culture —
in this case, English.

Expected Student Outcomes

Knowledge of English as a language

Understanding of the role of English
in a globalized world

Comprehension and application of
fundamental TESOL theories and methods

Familiarity with methods of inquiry in
language education

Processing and critical analysis of
information

Competence in language classroom
communication issues

Ability to express oneself professionally
in speaking and writing

Self-reflection as an educator

REREBELT

%8 Flexible Scheduling

Complete the program at your own pace

While the English Language Teaching Practices program is generally
completed over the course of two years, it can also be completed over
three to four years by taking weekend classes, ideal for those currently
working.

S8 Teaching Certificate
Earn an English Teaching Certificate while in ELT

ELT students have the privilege to upgrade their Type 1 Teaching
Certificate to an Advanced Teaching Certificate by completing the necessary
courses. Students without a Teaching Certificate have the option to join
the Teacher’s License Program to earn a Type 1 Teaching Certificate for
Upper Secondary School.

Teaching practices at local high schools

English Village Program for Young Students

As one component of the Top Global University Project (MEXT), ELT students have been designing and offering
the English Village Program on a regular basis, which is a three-day English learning opportunity for young students
from across the country. ELT students enjoy the privilege of trying out their own teaching techniques and materials
with groups of authentic students.

] Message from Program Head

When you look at English as an international language (EIL), you may soon realize that your current/future students
will be more likely to communicate in English with speakers of English as a second/foreign language (ESL/EFL)
rather than with native speakers of the language. This implies that English teaching should focus more on training
students to be speakers of EIL, which can be Japanese-like English but should be acceptable enough.

Fluency will be the key factor in the new phase of English education in Japan. Accuracy development should
occur concurrently with fluency development. Therefore, you have to be ready to get rid of your baseless belief
that students need to learn a large amount of vocabulary first. In addition, obtaining good knowledge of grammar
structures before speaking or writing in English is an outdated notion. For the students’ fluency development,
opportunities for meaning-focused learning are indispensable, which, in fact, have been missing in many English

classrooms in Japan.

To know is one thing, while it is quite another to do. As this proverb suggests, you need to be familiar with a . .
variety of EFL/ESL theories. When our ELT program says you are familiar with a theory or teaching technique, you H | r0k| UCH I DA

are supposed to not only know it, but also to be able to practice it in your classroom. This is what makes our ELT

program different.

l Messages from Alumni

Through the invaluable experiences provided by the ELT program, | have discov-
ered a deeper sense of purpose in my role as an English teacher. Reflecting on my
earlier challenges, | remember times when | struggled to find effective and enjoyable
ways to teach English. Because the limited time during daily work restricted me
from sufficiently preparing lessons, it was difficult to implement my ideal teach-
ing methods. The ELT program enabled me to pursue a more student-centered
approach and reignited my own curiosity to learn.

The most meaningful change in my teaching practice is developing the cycle of
lesson planning and reflection. | often ask myself, “Is this interesting for students?”
and try to find creative and authentic materials. Integrating ELT methodologies into
daily classroom activities is not straightforward, but thinking carefully about consis-
tent and reasonable lesson flows has become one of the most worthwhile practices.
Creating topic-based stories beyond textbook content is also challenging, but it
cultivates students' curiosity in diverse ways.

The ELT practicum experiences and collaborative discussions at AlU broadened
my perspective and helped me design lessons that connect with students through
familiar topics. Active engagement and peer learning allowed me to interact with
colleagues from various backgrounds, which fostered a positive and flexible mind-
set. | truly appreciate those precious encounters with my ELT peers. We collabo-
rated and supported one another to improve our teaching approaches.

Currently, | am involved in career guidance at a senior high school that offers
both commercial and technical courses. This position has brought new challenges,
different from my previous role as a homeroom teacher, and has shown me the
importance of acquiring additional skills such as coaching and management. These
are essential for my personal and professional growth as a teacher. | interact with
many people from companies and universities every day, and these interpersonal
encounters often remind me of the ELT community, nurturing my curiosity and will-
ingness to learn something new. That remains my unchanging motto as a teacher.

| always keep in mind: “There’s no end to learning.” Anything can become a
resource to learn, so | want to keep being curious about everything. | also hope to
contribute to the advancement of English education in my prefecture by sharing
my experiences with fellow teachers. | highly recommend practical ELT programs
to both pre-service and in-service teachers who wish to enrich their educational
practices and mindset.

N atS u kl ITO (Nationality: Japan)

2014 Mar.
Graduated from Doshisha Women's College of Liberal Arts

2023 Apr.
Enrolled in Graduate School of Global Communication
and Language at AlU

2025 Mar.

Completed Master of English Language Teaching (Professional)
Currently teaching at Nara High School of Business and
Technology

Example Career after Graduation

e Full-time English Teaching Positions at

e Full-time English Teaching Positions at
Junior/Senior High School
» Shizuoka Prefectural Hamamatsu Kita High School
» Miyagi Prefecture Hakuo High School
» Miyagi Prefecture Sendai Daisan High School
P Osaka Prefectural Makino High School
P Ishinomaki Municipal Kitakami Junior High School
» Akita Prefectural Noshiro High School
» Shizuoka Prefectural Hamamatsu Konan High School
P Nagasaki Prefectural Nagasaki Hokuyoudai High School

Dean and Director of the Graduate School
Head of English Language Teaching
Practices Professor

“Two more years of studying in graduate school are definitely more beneficial
than starting your career with four years of undergraduate experience.” | can confi-
dently say this as an English teacher in a senior high school.

The ELT program offered courses that had a close link between theory and prac-
tice. In each course, | prepared a lot before every class: reading several academic
papers, forming my opinions on given questions, and rehearsing for presentations
multiple times, which helped me build the essential skills needed as an English
teacher. “How can we explain our lesson plan based on this theory?”, “In what ways
is this activity beneficial?”, and “Why should this task be given after that one?” We
discussed these questions over and over in class, and our passionate professors
always supported us. Thanks to those experiences, | am now able to design my
lessons based on my theoretical knowledge.

Also, what makes this ELT course distinctive, compared to similar courses in
other universities, is its practicality. This is a professional graduate school in Japan.
What we learn here is always compatible with the Japanese teaching context. To be
specific, the professors always emphasize the importance of understanding unique
Japanese classroom settings—class size, government-approved textbooks, and
curriculum. Without taking these elements into consideration, any renowned theory
or effective activity will not work well. The ELT course gives us many opportunities
to think about this topic and to give it a try. In my teaching practicum, | had a
chance to teach in a local high school. | conducted lessons to enhance students’
listening and writing skills. Although | cannot say it was a huge success, | learned a
lot, especially about how | can improve my own teaching skills. Just knowing many
theories and techniques is not enough; we acquire them once we try them in a real
teaching context. This is why | was able to smoothly start my teaching career right
after graduating from AlU, to which | owe the most.

Some may wonder whether it is better to have two years of experience as a new
teacher or study two more years in graduate school. There is no right answer, but |
had a meaningful time with my fellow motivated students and dedicated professors.
If you are willing to become an English teacher, | truly believe the ELT program is one
of the best choices for you!

Futa ba N IS H I M U RA (Nationality: Japan)

2021 Mar.
Graduated from Kumamoto University

2021 Apr.
Enrolled in Graduate School of Global Communication
and Language at AlU

2023 Mar.

Completed Master of English Language Teaching (Professional)
Currently teaching at Nagasaki Prefectural Nagasaki
Hokuyoudai High School

University Level

» Yamaguchi University

P National Institute of Technology, Niilhama College
» National Institute of Technology, Akita College

P Akita International University

® Reappointment as an English Teacher in
Akita and Nara Prefecture

Graduate School of Global Communication and Language 2026



ELT students are encouraged to conduct academic research. Students

SChOIarIy ACtiVitieS acquire the necessary sll(ills for‘research and academic writing in the
ﬁﬁg ﬁ %E%%Eﬁ E LT/E{I% a) 5"#"*]' coursework to present at international conferences.

Presentations in Academic Year 2024

Presentation at 21st Annual CamTESOL Conference in Phnom Penh, Cambodia
#ChatGPT Helps Vocabulary Learning through Reading

Presentations at JALT2024 in Shizuoka, Japan

eEmergent Leadership Roles in Group Discussion

eUnderstanding Team Teaching Anxiety Between JTE and ALT

eAnalyzing the Verbal Classroom Interaction between Teacher and Students
eRethinking Debate Education: An MA Student's Reflection on Teaching Practicum
eIntegrating English Rhythm Practice for Senior High School Students

Example Coursework

English Language Teaching Practices
*The chart below is a sample sequence for your reference.
*The letter in parentheses indicates its requirement category

and the number indicates credits, e.g., RE3 refers to a
3-credit, required elective course.

Specialized Courses

Earn 30 credits or more including 15 required credits

R=Required RE=Required Elective E=Elective I First Year ...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Fall Semester

ELT600 (R3) Introduction to Foreign Language Acquisition

ELT611 (E3) Pedagogical/Communicative Grammar

ELT701 (R1) English Teaching Seminar |

I D= 000 ] 2 10 I (= ] SO

Spring Semester

ELT610 (R3) Linguistic Foundations
ELT608 (E3) Teaching Vocabulary in a Foreign Language
ELT702 (R1) English Teaching Seminar Il

Spring Semester

ELT601 (RE3) EFL Teaching Methods and Materials
ELT607 (E3) Teaching EFL Reading and Writing

Common Courses

Fall Semester Winter Program (Optional)

ELT609 (E3) Testing and Assessment

Earn 6 credits or more

ELT660 (R3) Introduction to Research Methods in Language Education
ELT635 (E3) Applied Psycholinguistics for Language Teachers
ELT703 (R1) English Teaching Seminar IlI

GCS600 (RE3)  Introduction to Global Communication

GCS607 (RE3)  Academic English for Global
Professions

30 credits in the Specialized Courses may include up to 3 courses (9 credits) from the other two programs, JLT and GCP.

Completion: Earn 36 credits or more

GPA Requirement: To achieve and maintain GPA 3.00 or above.

As an undergraduate, | never expected to become a teacher, but my experience
working with young students in the English Village program has inspired me to pur-
sue a teaching career. Through this program, | went through a lot of trial and error
to learn how to positively impact children by using English as a communication
tool. | believe that my time at ELT and English Village has played a significant role in
shaping my path as an aspiring teacher.

A Nationality: J
S h uri YU ZAWA Ugggrr]grgéuaet‘gazkita International University

Students’ Voice English Language Teaching Practices Faculty

Near the end of my time as an Assistant Language Teacher, | knew | wanted to
continue teaching English in Japan. The ELT program stood out to me for its strong
emphasis on both theory and hands-on practice. It has provided me with invaluable
insights into second language pedagogy, practical experience and the opportu-
nity to grow alongside like-minded classmates who share a passion for English
education.

Nationality: United States of America
J ose p h TU Undergraduate: University of Oregon

Being fluent in English doesn’t necessarily make someone a good teacher. As a

12

Although | was an English tutor in Taiwan, | did not have much teaching experi-
ence in formal educational settings. After studying in the ELT program, | realized that
teaching is much more complicated than | expected. Fortunately, | have received
a lot of practical feedback and guidance from professors, as well as support from
my peers. Through the program, | have learned a variety of pedagogical theories
and teaching strategies as well as gaining valuable teaching experience through the
practicum opportunity. | truly value my time in the ELT program.

Ch ia'An TSAI Bﬁgg?gl%u;@ Eli\?ational Pingtung University

student who has long aspired to become a teacher, the ELT program has given me H |r°k| UCH I DA TomOhlsa MACH I DA Clay WI LLIAMS ChrlStOPher Carl HALE
valuable opportunities to explore the deeper ideas behind learning and teaching, Japan Japan U.S.A. U.S.A.
which | had never encountered before. Through hands-on practice and discussions Professor Professor Professor Associate Professor

with passionate professors and peers, I’'ve been steadily growing into a more skilled
and thoughtful teacher.

AtSUI(i KI M U RA Uﬁggpgrl%uﬁgaxkita International University

QEEHBERKRARCIE. FTEDH % DEE)ZFacebook T
BALTVET,

Facebook

Dean and Director of the
Graduate School

Head of English Language
Teaching Practices

M.A. in English Education,
Nanzan University

Ph.D. in Elementary Education, Ph.D. in Second Language
University of lllinois at Urbana- Acquisition and Teaching,
Champaign University of Arizona

Ed.D. Teaching and Leadership,
Northeastern University
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Japanese Language Teaching Practices

B 2|-<'SE EEJ sk

BREAEE T EOER LTS

BAZERERERERT. FFIBAZROEBERIS0 > T ERERBZ G
27073 LBHELTEN KRERET LRKIC, BAERE DREB TH
B DZEDTESRENBAEREEHEZEE L TVEI.FERTE
BICHAFEHBICEDSEFF WASHEZATFZHROL LIERDERIC
MH2EBICIE EFMBAZROBEZENLIBHICHI2HRERE
(25085 FEIMEY) (CBRA £ 9. RE. ERADAEFE LB EDSIRILNEAT
D BAREBEHREICF. SRIELLEZBEED=—XICIBZABND LS . BICE
U2 0BT e ROONE T AEH TR . 7o>ay-UY—
FOME - REFEEZRN AN KZRETROAFREZFTRBICECSDOR
BziRDEDEERRZRIToN2BEMZERLET,

FREB TR BABELBEIFICE I RBREOHG ST ERNDEARE
HEHBE CHAERE CERRRER I TRELLALERIFTANTVET,

NETOETEDS L. CEIU EDEBTENERNADEAREREHKET
BAZBHBICEDSTOWETABAEDIZI 2= —Y 3 VEENZENLT
ARFAREEICHBULEREL DR BN ERBAAETROFEBKRELT

FRDESBEDHHN FT

OERANBFEREHE THABREICHKT I SHEM
OXF BRFICH T3 ERFMLRAIBLRS
OLEETHONEALEFHEENE

ERRBMERBERVEREFEHEERERBICOVWT

FRI5132025F 5 A30A N TXEBFRE K D [ B FEEFEHE R

ERAAFEREERHE | L LTERINELL,

RERETRICIIPFICENBFRERERR I OIERZRR I ORRER

322D TENREHE I ZET L EDEHBSNET,

BE EFAREREIOERIECIE EEICMATGARRIS&HNH

ETY,

HAZHEX&REHT
1815 - [ L9 D05 - $RBEF
AAERE BT 3 KA L KB

BAZHEHF25LHEICETS
RIGH - B2 RE
B EICEY S KEEL
EX(tEIAZaz=sr—vaviEEn

DALY FEERREDEEICOWVWT

BAEHERBELTIE ROFGEH L. BEICABLRERIFXTTIOY
SLEETTERLS IS HERBO—RBIRIREINE T, £ [BRBRERKMR
(FRE) IRVTEFBELREREMRE (B5) LETHIIOR DN ICIBFFLRERERR
(VALY hEE) IETBFBREETHRXIDPBELRD FRATORELBEITIE
DONEHRERERDBENBHD. T3V ) F—FR—N—2HFELET,

1. BN THOEFERERER%E1,20085HU LBEITH2E

2. —EDHNERFHEZZ T AFERERR TOBRRBERETHEI L

3. RENLBEARETFRANEERALT BN SEELNILDY SRERARERLH
32¢&

X EREBICELTS BABRIREREAHT 2BENDEERDET,

KIDUALY MEBEERT 2EFBEDRERAFLEECAZ LR BAERERBERBOEELRS
BLTRBBDELABEDERICI TR NREL LTEBZROONBWEREHDET,

HKUALY MABERRERTOY S LIS [BABAERR] ORREHR L REFHERRORFGHLEL A,

EANATOEREZELL
KNG BAFRREDOES

RERVEBZEBRELBDOER LB IBRABIBOMNHME TR T 2-0ODFELF
LTI L2FBR A BEIBICOLIEBRENDBLERDET REHEEAD
BREERRICUZRREHRE LB 7OV S LREBENRERENODFBEEN
RICUAFRFE-BAXERI-REBET2XALERE. FEFHGA) I2F2~3A
TF—LZEAH BAORERZICEVWTRBOFEEZNRIZBFAOBNLERE
) =RELET (Q024FEFARETER).
KRBIIOMDBREZF L. ZEFADRBERDET,

ZLDBREHESR
D ey NREEEER

AREOZRLEEEEEFTHN FHTOSSLTIR ALK -0V TIT7. T 7Y
N AETZT7D50%BZ5E - #F(ZEH D200 EDREKRZE (K1) R ENHER200
BUEDBRENBAANZELLLICHBTREEZZ T TVET . F. BREERRE
UTHARE IV SAEFBINTVWE T RZITSR O THAREZZANZEN OB XRER
HHBN1EEEE T RLABLANILOZEERRELTE N 2024 FRFHA 1. /A
SR ERET. 7LANIL AFHESORBU LDV SAN BB INE L AERELEZE
DF2—9—%UED RSV TATORFBIFRAERELNDE KLY ITSIVR
AR OBARBEFTEEICHENICELAYS BRBREEENIRETY,

X1 : 202564 F R

| AEKERIODAYE—Y

REEATEI4TOEPHIEIC H379FADBEBEEENVEY (X 1) EADOFEBEELKIIH263
AATYEBRE EVRAN-V VY KERBECAEBEZBBELRVWERE . FLEREZDERES
BRTY (%2) HEBEEER OBV ARBRM S BRADDZEE SN HRICRDONDF Y

TH—2(EDE LT

EREBEREZFOFEEICH L. BEBHAMCKOONTVEEDRATL &S50 ZNIFFEEEDEER
PI-REMEICBET N FBE ICELCBABREZRHEY 21R/E VAR, RIEISEICREDIRTIC
WL DFRREBEN AFEPRYY 7ERALH>THEE TSI —YavVENEEAEI. AKX
ERERERER T NFEDEZ 2FAN250KEHELOEERBEEEBL. ZOLIBNERA.HDDD
RBICEWTAIEAL RN 52 BEBEAE LTOBRBRMEZER L TWET AKRERNRISNIS
F HABLBERERBOETELVEBRBREAME UTREEZ R > EPHIRZ27128 558 LTVETLE
THECEZEDBISERBRY NI —IDFET 0L XEHOBHD—DTT,

ZORUEZFEFAREREEMMLE B REERTHERE & U OURPACERINE L. TN
SO BRBEHMMEZST AN U BREREOAMEN O LN EETHRNLRBEZRET DA IR

ERNEL,

ERK BF

BAOBERS CEAEREL. AT R—y— 2o LWA . ENOBAELERE cognyEy  Atsuko SAJKI
DHEBE BCEREXELLWS. £ BRA TEFINRAEBEAEETAICEABEHA WA OAERERRENNE

fbE—ICEAERBZEL THRVERICERZ L TWEEEAD,

P ERXRER2021FEBNAFELERBRARICLS
K2 AR A SHSEEIENOBFEREORECLS

ETEroDAYE—

=24 L%

Fumika MIYAMOTO

RIGRHS
S—LHLAN—VKZE(F1)

2020 D OAFBICEELI-0b 2EHE/LE 7 CHRIMREEE
FECWEREEELEZ LT 202280091 DT —LHLAN—2VK
FCERAERER >R EICHRBERATCVWEYT HRBREID
HEFAAEBEREICEEZRDETAI-RATY IV RE-BHDE
R ARY MDOFIEGRE BEATLR2EDYR— 2T IRENHN
FILE MOEEAEHRNTEIEERTITY,

AIUTRERCELZLIIREDREICEZ LW T EENSIGA
FT.ARLEDZVEVR 3ZHICH-2EERET.[HAAIPIR
BHIEBICDIFHIENTEE L. £ 2EEREY Y — (AAO P
MEHOBABHECEHCEREOERZ WL E HABEBRADRER
EBOELIMICE . ZRDT—TEINIR () D—D2[HARBRX
ENDRIDF 21— —ELTARY M ERWEZD  BAZEIMOEES
[C2MULEIEN BERRICET IRy MMRET ZBICKERIC
MIOTWET,

FEBEMHPEHEFLUTEWVIRHE LSV 2UE S AZROMH
BMEHEA I BFMENDETY,
¥ALT—VICEADDHZEELENRCREEBSICBELTCEERT S0 .

iz

Tk &

Yu KUDO

RS

ERRRES (JF) BAERR
vy —

20135 LTEET LR Y1 DHEY — FREHBRR T4
FENOERIFLEICHERBERZAE L. ZDRIRE L. BAREBHKE
LAOBAREBELBEOAFLRBRLTCH-WEEZ FROBRETAE
EBHRBEOBMPHABEEDOIERICEDLD E L. 2019FEL L EE
RRESOEABERARE VY —CHABEARBOMERELELTWE
TIREFEZEAREERIATCUIVETAL . BDDED > HAEREE
MERFORAREBEZBHEICENMTVWEERS & KREREFLRAR
ISRV ERERCTWETD,

JLTTIEHRICRAET % (ZCOH BERATEHRAEEPLNILD
FEEHICHUCHABERAIERICTEENE L. ZOENTFTE
TRICNOTHBL L THABEZRARKEFICBRIEEIT. VLR
Z—bYINFZES ICBVWET REBEHEOER T ZREEZERN
[CARXA=TTBIENEETINAIUTHE 1< DAEREREE
EDREN . SDOHEEICE/I>TVET,

JLTO2EFTREADLZALHMBE S, FREE—HEICEZZDINA
2O U RERIS. BABHEICEL2EDDERER>TVET,

BRELTOBTENELMESR(AFEFHETHEOH)

OBX:KEKXRF OB ISI /' O— /LRt A EREHEY OKRE:T—HYY—KF

OEA:RERIKZ @LE FEKRE

@B A BRI M AR RKE OHE: LEHEEAR
OEA: EREBHAZ OFE:KERERAF
[ =k @F#ﬂ%t;—

@51 FRATEKF

@51 :5—LhLNn—VKZE
ONLI:FrFvhl- FUEFX- WILNKE
Q@TILRATINRA - FNYS—LKZE
OVL— T NL—YFHEABERE /OIS L

.EI$ _"Z‘u?ﬁE) ITPRFFRE
OB ECC EAESFIFER
OB REBEAFZM OVL—IT 0TIV T—ILKE
OBX  RRFRARELR
OBFIIFIIRSEX bty — Company Ltd.

OEA: EESBEANEARS - EEZEIMERE

ON 7 HEFTEXRMREYY—
[ J=F: E @Y1 Y — RE/BEVILFIVHILIOTS

OKE: VA UTL-TYR- AT =K%

@KE: IS KRYKFE

@KE:H) TAIZTREY YT IR
FAFVYVKE

OKE:/—2HASAFKREY+—OY bR

OHhF5 9IS LY

@7V —V A—TAKE

@7 (VSYRIIYRLKE

@TSVRII/—TI-TILTKE

Q@IL—V=T:THLRANKE

OIY 7N IV NEFRRZRIMTAZE

@~ K~FLiFourth Valley Concierge Vietnam @UILET IRATZ—RKRZE

@=—21—Y—3YRilInternational Pacific University

@A T VRREFEER New Zealand

Graduate School of Global Communication and Language 2026

15



Japanese Language Teaching Practices JLT / Example Coursework
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Global Communication Practices

The coursework for Global Communication Practices is designed to cultivate the knowledge and skills essential for
advanced intercultural communication. These skills are crucial for professionals in global business and communications,
including journalists, public relations practitioners, and digital marketing and communications specialists in both private

and public organizations.
The program provides practical training in business communication and outreach, research, interviewing, correspondence,
negotiation, debate, translation, and interpreting. It also incorporates theoretical studies on global communication.
An emphasis is placed on developing students’ perspectives on a variety of social and cultural issues. This approach
helps students understand the intricate relationships among mass media, governments, digital platforms, non-governmental
organizations, and business communities in a global society.

Expected Student Outcomes

Familiarity with information gathering and
research methods.

Knowledge and understanding of the opera-
tions involved in public relations activities and
campaigns, including the digital dimension of
communication and marketing.

The ability to ideate news story ideas, report,
and compose journalistic articles suitable for
publication in professional news media.

Proficiency in negotiation and debate skills.

Developing cultural sensitivity and the ability
to communicate cross-culturally. Grasp of
Japanese culture and its communicative logics
is emphasized.

Ethical practice in public relations, advertising,
and journalism, enabling students to make
informed and sound judgments with a full view
of the various stakeholders.

Simultaneous interpretation skills.

24 Professional
Skills

With a focus on practical skills essential for effective business communica-
tion—such as negotiation, research, interpretation, and presentation—gradu-
ates are trained through classes and hands-on fieldwork, including a required
internship. This ensures they can immediately apply their education in their
chosen industry.

A Media &
Information Literacy

In the era of interactive communication, social media, and digitalized
mass media, both citizens and media professionals are expected to crit-
ically evaluate the content of mass media and the information flowing
through their social media circles. This involves forming rational opinions
on public issues and engaging with the public as well as peers within
their information networks. A balanced appraisal of facts and informa-
tion sources, along with critical evaluation of news and opinions found
in blogs, tweets, web news sites, and traditional media, is a crucial skill.
These abilities shape an individual’s capacity to disseminate information,
opinions, and media content effectively to the public or their clientele.

Through coursework and field training, we cultivate these skills as an
integral part of the expertise required for communication specialists in
media, public relations, business, and organizational communication.

Internship Program

As part of the dynamic GCP curriculum, students complete internships in various media and
corporate organizations. By immersing themselves in real-world experiences, students acquire
fundamental knowledge and practical skills in journalism, public relations, and advertising.
Combined with GCP's rigorous academic curriculum, these internships prepare students for
successful professional careers in the future.

] Message from Program Head

AlU’s Global Communication Practices (GCP) is designed to train communication profes-
sionals capable of working in, and communicating across, different languages and cultures
— in the areas of public relations, journalism, and organizational (business) communication.

Embedded throughout our curriculum, therefore, are dynamic, cross-cultural and
cross-linguistic perspectives which go beyond the technical and theoretical exercises of
learning. This is crucial, since certain types of profssional communication that work in one
culture may not resonate in different cultural contexts.

Our teaching faculty draw from extensive professional experiences in corporate com-
munication, journalism and interpretation, and advertising and PR all within multi-cultural

settings. And to this diverse expertise, students —who themselves come with multi-cultural Miki TANIKAWA
backgrounds —richly contribute to the vibrant learning environment. Head of Global Communication Practices
Through faculty-student and student-student interactions, we come to understand the Professor

technicality, breadth, and the nuance of international communication that characterize
much of today’s challenges in international affairs and business as well as the new and
constantly evolving technology.

Such real-world concerns are interwoven into our classes, lectures and activities (i.e.,
internships), which working in conjunction are intended to cultivate and inspire relevant
knowledge and thinking, leading directly to a professional career in international communi-
cation. The combination of classes, internships and research projects, required for gradua-
tion typically last for two years but could be shortened to 18 months for the most qualified
students with high performance evaluation.

l Messages from Alumni

GCP played a pivotal role in refining my logical thinking, while also strengthening my multicul- Tsai-Chin CHEN
tural communication and negotiation skills through diverse courses and interactive experiences.
What sets GCP apart, in my opinion, is the direct applicability of the knowledge and skills

(Nationality: Taiwan)

. L . . . Jun. 2020 . : . .
gained throughout the program. The insights | acquired are valuable not only in professional Graduated from Shih Hsin University (i #7X¥)
i i ichi ily li Apr. 2023
settings but also in enriching my daily life. Emvofled in_Graduate School of Global
In April 2025, | began working for TURN Co., Ltd., a trucking equipment/accessories manu- Communication and Language at AlU
facturer, located in Himeji City, as an overseas sales representative. My role includes managing a Mgﬁg%ﬁd Master of Global Communication

. . . . . . . . Practi Professi |
client base spanning countries across Asia and Europe. | am responsible for identifying potential ractice (Professional)

clients and effectively leveraging the multicultural communication skills | developed through
GCP to engage with them successfully.

Currently working at TURN Co., Ltd.

Example Career Opportunities after Graduation

e Anheuser-Busch InBev N.V. e Inoue Public Relations, Inc. o Setsu Niseko (Seven Palms Resorts)
e CyberAgent, Inc. e Japan Airlines Co., Ltd. e SUNNY SIDE UP Inc.

e Deloitte (U.S.A)) e Mercedes-Benz Japan G.K. e Suzuki Motor Corp.

e Hokkaido University e Prestige International Inc.

Example Career Paths after Graduation

e Social Media Manager e Public Relations Practitioner e Communications Outreach Specialist
e Digital Marketing Specialist e Public Policy Analyst ® Translator

e Content Marketing Specialist o |nternational Communications Consultant e Interpreter

e Journalist/Media Writer ® Marketing and Communications Specialist

e News Producer e Community Relations Specialist

Graduate School of Global Communication and Language 2026 | 19
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Example Coursework

Global Communication Practices

The chart below is a sample sequence for your reference.

Specialized Courses

Spring Semester

*The letter in parentheses indicates its requirement category
and the number indicates credits, e.g., RE3 refers to a 3-credit,
required elective course.

GCP601 (RE3)
GCP633 (E3)
R=Required RE=Required Elective E=Elective

| Second Year

Common Courses

Earn 6 credits GCP622 (E3)

GCP632 (E3)
GCP645 (R1)

GCS600 (RE3) Introduction to Global Communication

GCS609 (RE3) Strategies for Intercultural
Communication

Completion: Earn 37 credits or more

Students’ Voice

| originally studied as an exchange student at AlU during my undergraduate years at Mississippi State
University in 2022 and loved the school so much | wanted to enroll in the GCP program. | love interacting with
my fellow graduate students, as | get to grow deeper connections but also develop a stronger perspective
of the world around me and learn about their cultures. Through the program so far, | have been able to learn
about a multitude of career paths as well as building the skills needed to be prepared and succeed in my future
career goals. There are many paths I'm interested in. However, the ones that | believe fit my goals best reside
in tourism, hospitality, and diplomacy. All of which not only will allow me to apply what | have learned, but also
continue allowing me to engage with peoples from a variety of cultures and backgrounds.

Michael WOLFE

Nationality: U.S.A.
Undergraduate: Mississippi State University

QFHENREBHTIE FRENH 2 DEEN % Facebook TN LTWET,

Facebook

Organizational Communication

Digital Marketing and Advertising

Spring Semester

Communication and Organizational
Behavior

Contemporary Issues in a Global Context

Design of Graduation Project

Earn 31 credits or more including 1 required course and 2 required elective courses

Fall Semester
GCP631 (E3)

Language, Culture, and Identity

GCP642 (RE3) Intro. to International Public Relations
GCP643 (RE3) Intro. to International Journalism

Fall Semester
GCP624 (E3)

Leadership and Group Communication

GCP650 (RE3) Global Communication Practicum

I FIPST YA - vrorseroesessses e .

Winter Program (Optional)

GCP639 (E3)

Public Relations Practices

credits in the Specialized Courses may include up to 3 courses (9 credits) from the other two programs, ELT and

GPA Requirement: To achieve and maintain GPA 3.00 or above.

Global Communication Practices Faculty

Miki TANIKAWA

Japan

Professor

Head of Global Communication
Practices

Ph.D. in Mass Communication,
University of Texas, Austin

Miki Tanikawa was a long-time feature
writer for The New York Times’ for its
international and domestic US editions.
In the early 2000s, he served as the
Times’ business news-reporter in Tokyo
covering corporate Japan and the finan-
cial markets. As contributing editor for
the Economist Intelligence Unit, he
authored white papers on Japanese
business, economy and industries. He
also wrote extensively for American
newsmagazines such as TIME and
BusinessWeek and today remains a
contributor for the US News & World
Report. At AlU, he teaches international
journalism, international media and
Japanese organizational behavior focus-
ing on the cultural and communicative
logics.

Koichi YAMAMURA

Japan
Select Professor

Katsuya KONISHI

Japan
Visiting Professor

Lai-Wan Carol HOOI

Malaysia
Visiting Professor

Toru KIYOMIYA

Japan
Visiting Professor

Ph.D. in Communication,
University of Miami

Koichi Yamamura is a communica-
tion consultant with extensive expe-
rience in corporate communication,
M&A communication, crisis communi-
cation, and communications measure-
ment. He has published many articles
including case studies and contributed
chapters on the history of public rela-
tions in Japan in several books. He
is a co-editor of “Public Relations in
Japan: Evolution of Communication
Management in a Culture of Lifetime
Employment.” A former executive vice
president of a boutique PR firm in Tokyo,
he has also held positions as head of
measurement of a global automotive
company and a senior advisor of a global
communications measurement com-
pany. While teaching at AlU, he currently
provides counsel on communication
strategy to a bio start-up company that
operates globally.

Master in International Affairs,
Tokyo University of Foreign Studies

Katsuya Konishi is a distinguished TV
and radio commentator, has an extensive
career as a conference interpreter, and
is a trail-blazer in news interpreting
in Japanese broadcast journalism.
He was the chief interpreter for TV
Asahi’s coverage of international inci-
dents, such as the Gulf War and the
Irag War, and has anchored numerous
programs for TV Asahi and TBS since
the 1980s. Among them are “CNN
DayWatch”, “CNN Daybreak”, and
“Sunday Project” (all for TV Asahi). He
has also covered every U.S. presiden-
tial election since 1988 in live and doc-
umentary report programs. Apart from
TV, Mr. Konishi has taught at Tokyo
University of Foreign Studies and Asia
University (Tokyo), and since 2009 has
been teaching Globalization of World
Politics, Debate, and Conference
Interpreting at AlU.

Ph.D. in Business Administration,
St. Andrew's University

Ph.D. in Business Administration,
International Islamic University of
Malaysia

Lai-Wan Carol Hooi is a Professor
at the College of International
Management, Ritsumeikan Asia
Pacific University, and an Adjunct
Professor at Swinburne University
of Technology. At AlU, she teaches
a course on Digital Marketing and
Advertising. Her expertise includes
negotiation skills, human capital
management, organization behavior,
international business, leadership,
cross-cultural management, and dig-
ital transformation. She has published
over 100 academic papers, books,
and newspaper articles and received
several awards. She is an Associate
Editor of the International Journal of
Manpower, a Fellow of the Global Labor
Organization, and a Certified Human
Resource Development Fund Trainer.
She has traveled widely and has worked
in various countries, accumulating vast
international experience along the way.
She speaks six different languages.

Graduate School of Global Communication and Language 2026

Ph.D. in Communication,
Michigan State University

Toru Kiyomiya has been a visiting
professor at AlU since 2008 and teaches
“Organizational Communication,”
“Negotiation and Conflict Resolutions,”
and “Leadership and Small Group
Communication.” He obtained a Master of
Labor Relations and Human Resources
and Ph.D. in Communication at Michigan
State University, and his specialty of
teaching is business communication at
Seinan Gakuin University in Fukuoka.
His current research interests are in
corporate communication, crisis man-
agement, community leadership, med-
ical communication, and discourse
analysis. His early career was started
as a business consultant in the field of
human resources, such as performance
appraisal systems, safety training, and
a variety of in-house training to both
public and private organizations.

21



22

Admission Information
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T010-1292 HHEEMHEMHFNE|=FERER TEL.0T18-886-5931 FAX.018-886-5910
E-mail: info@aiu.ac.jp Website: https://web.aiu.ac.jp/

The screening of successful applicants will be based only through documents submitted. Candidates must submit the necessary
Application Forms, Personal Statement and Study Plan, Two Letters of Recommendation, and Documents verifying language proficiency
(listed below). Required forms and detailed information are available on the AlU website.

P Conditions for Application

Program | Preferred Language Proficiency Level upon Application
English Language TOEFL iBT® TEST 88, TOEFL® PBT TEST 570, or an equivalent level of English demonstrated by another English test,
Teaching Practices such as TOEIC® L&R TEST 820, IELTS™ 6.5, Cambridge English Qualifications C2 Proficiency, and Eiken Grade 1 level.

mNative speakers of Japanese
TOEFL iBT® TEST 71, TOEFL® PBT TEST 530, or an equivalent level of English demonstrated by another English test,
such as TOEIC® L&R TEST 750, IELTS™ 6.0, and Eiken Grade Pre-1 level.

Japanese Language

K . mNon-native speakers of Japanese must meet both of the requirements below:
Teaching Practices

1) Must have one of the following:
TOEFL iBT® TEST 71, TOEFL® PBT TEST 530, or an equivalent level of English demonstrated by another English test,
such as TOEIC® L&R TEST 750, IELTS™ 6.0, and Eiken Grade Pre-1 level.

2) Must have JLPT (Japanese-Language Proficiency Test) N1 level.

Global Communication TOEFL iBT® TEST 79, TOEFL® PBT TEST 550 or an equivalent level of English demonstrated by another English test,
Practices such as TOEIC® L&R TEST 800, IELTS™ 6.5, Cambridge English Qualifications C1 Advanced, and Eiken Grade 1 level.

The scores above are general standards, and you can still apply even if you have not met these standards. A score from TOEFL ITP® TEST or TOEIC® L&R IP TEST implemented exclusively
for AlU is considered equivalent to that of TOEFL® PBT TEST or TOEIC® L&R TEST, respectively. Applicants are required to submit a score report from one of the required language proficiency
tests. The scores/certificates for language proficiency test(s) must be dated within two years from the last day of each application period. Only applicants whose scores/certificates for language
proficiency test(s) have expired, but who have met the standards, may choose to take an online interview test. (In English or Japanese only) To apply for an interview test, use the online form on
the Admissions web page. The interview test must be completed prior to the submission of the application documents.

» Documents to be Submitted P Matriculation Fee & Tuition

AR AR AT @Matriculation Fee @Miscellaneous Fees
Personal Statement and Study Plan (one-time payment) (one-time payment)

Two Letters of Recommendation

¥282,000 ¥15,430
Resume (CV) (Those from Akita Prefecture)
e Breakdown

Certificate of undergraduate

graduation or a certificate of your ¥423,000 *Insurance fee ©¥2,430
bachelor’s degree (Those from outside Akita Prefecture) -Student activity fee : ¥13,000

T o -
ranscrip @Annual Tuition

¥696,000

@ Eligible students may apply for the
Long-term Study Period which allows
them to study for up to four years with
the two-year tuition fees.

@ The student activity fee is used for
various activities during enrollment.
Subject to increase in the future.

Document which verifies your
language proficiency

@ Students can apply for the tuition reduc-
tion program or scholarship.

» Schedule for Application, Selection, and Matriculation
Application periods are scheduled as follows: (Approximately 10 successful applicants each period)

Screening Application Periods Agp gﬂgzzr;s?ﬂfs Matsr:féﬂgggg IP A%%?g::]etz Sl Time of Matriculation
Applicants
Fall September 16-25, 2025 October 17, 2025 October 20-31, 2025 April or September, 2026
Winter December 1-10, 2025 January 14, 2026 January 15-27, 2026 April or September, 2026
Spring April 10-20, 2026 May 15, 2026 May 18-28, 2026 September, 2026

*JLT accepts new students only in September. Please refer to page 7 for more information.

Consultation before application: In order to be sure that AlU is indeed the right university for students, we strongly recommend prospective students to have a consultation
with an AlU faculty member before formally applying. To apply for the consultation, use the online form on the Admissions web page of our graduate program.

Admissions Office

Yuwa, Akita-city, Akita, 010-1292 Japan TEL: +81-18-886-5931 FAX: +81-18-886-5910 ;
E-mail: info@aiu.ac.jp Website: https://web.aiu.ac.jp/en/

Admission
Information

TOEFL, TOEFL ITP, TOEFL iBT and TOEIC are registered trademarks of Educational Testing Service (ETS). This brochure is not endorsed or approved by ETS.
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Campus Map
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® TIBECXKZEE (LER) Nakajima Library (Bldg. L)

® BEFBNFEEYT— (LK)

Active Learning Center (Bldg. L)

SEEIR (BER. CHR.D#R)  Lecture Building (Bldg. B, C, and D)
Br4&EffZR=  Graduate Student Research Rooms (Bldg. D)

H—J)U#R Club House

FEBE (O O—-NIWILyI 5T LI DRET1LYY)
Student Apartments

(Global Village, Sakura Village, Tsubaki Village)

@®0O 0

© PEREE(FEF) Student Hall (Bldg. F)
® EIER(ARR) Administration Building (Bldg. A)
® AT7xFUF7 Cafeteria
Q REE QU EUVDI—L (ER)
Health and Medical Care Room and Counseling Room (Bldg. E)
) BEAZITFT4TEVI—(I8) Center for Student Initiatives (Bldg. 1)
O REH(TFHEHE) Residence Hall (Komachi Hall)
™ Suda Hall(ZB#iK—)b) Suda Hall (Multi-Purpose Hall)
N REFEE(JS5F1IT/AM\DR) Student Apartment (Graduate House)

@

HEH R I =7 — A L D24 ] 365HA —7 70
FHEPABIRET TELERIED STV T,
Surroundedbyforests, AkitaInternational University hasanon-campus
apartment and facilities such as a library and computer rooms, which
are open 24 hours a day, 365 days a year, and thus provide students
with an excellent study environment.

BEAZITT14TEYI—08)
Center for Student Initiatives (Bidg. I)

KEDZR—N—JA—/NLKRZRIBXESEICK
2707 bOEFHDHELT2015F(CKREL
FLI COtEY Y —TREBEREREDHD
AVTVYYaELYy I TA—Fr—RXEIF—R
ExRELTWEI2025F4BT1HIC.ZERE
TAIU Kids | &FRTL & Lz

The Center for Student Initiatives was
founded in 2015 to promote activities for
the Top Global University Project.

English Villages, Teachers' Seminars, and
other programs for English education reform
are held at this center.

An after-school care center called “AlU Kids”
also opened on April 1, 2025.

Suda Hall (zB#%H—))
Suda Hall (Multi-Purpose Hall)

REPAVY — R ARV KREICEDNZHERT
3‘0 I\ b—:/ﬁ‘ﬁfﬁ;&%%ﬁéﬂ'(b\i?o
The SudaHallis used for ceremonies, concerts,

and sporting events. It also contains exercise
training facilities.

FEK (AR)
Administration Building (Bidg. A)

EBREREBEDA VA RBELHNET,

Building A contains the administration
office, President’s office, and faculty
offices.
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Building B
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Building C
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Akita Airport
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Visitor Parking
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Akita Central Park

FhIREC S REEE (L)
Nakajima Library (Bldg. L)
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The library holds more than 80,000 books

and provides access to various digital
resources including over 470,000 e-books.

"-. a It is open around the clock throughout the
L TIHYUTR Yerr
@ (oxhhs Plaza Crypton

Hh2z7IV7
Cafeteria

HI<HEBRNT. REDEN ELYP/N—T1IC
LEDNDZRADELATY,

Bright and open, the cafeteria offers meals
at reasonable prices and also serves as a
space for parties and other events.

HEENZEEEYY— LK)
Active Learning Center [ALC] (Bidg. L)

NEZECILT - R9T4 TEISEEXLZEEL
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The ALC includes a space for foreign lan-
guage self-study and other functions.

REE/ Dot )L —L (E)

Health & Medical Care Room
and Counseling Room (Bidg. E)

REEEHAIVEIVTIL—LIF DEDREEEZR
DESHITERAINTWET,

The Health & Medical Care Room and
Counseling Room is available to support
students to maintain physical and mental
health.

FEBE(US5F2TMNIR)
Student Apartment (Graduate House)

IITATA MNIREREREDI-ODEETIIRDFEICLD Y T FPN\VRRAT AV
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HOSFATA MNIRBC B IDREES (FHER) CABTERHEN BN ET,

The Graduate House is an accommodation facility for graduate students. The cost
is 44,000 - 46,000 yen per month, which include fees for internet, electricity, water,
and gas. Three persons can reside in one Graduate House unit.

*The rooms will be allocated by drawing lots should the number of applicants exceeds the apartment capacity.

*The fee rates are for the AY2025.
*In addition to Graduate House, students may be able to move into other student housing (for undergraduates).

ZFEREFR)
Student Hall (Bidg. F)
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A focal point for student activities, this facil-
ity contains a recreation space, College Cafe,
AlU Shop, Career Development Center, etc.

ERTNEY,

FER(B-C-DH)

Lecture Building (Bidg. B, C, and D)

These buildings are used for classes.
Additionally, Building D Lecture Hall (Alumni
Hall) is used for public lectures.

B4 382 (D)
Graduate Student
Research Rooms (Bldg. D)
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Building D contains rooms for graduate stu-
dents fully equipped with basic research
facilities.
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